(‘ St J Ohn’S Advent 4 Virtual Worship

‘) LUTHERAN ELCA | BROOKFIELD, WI December 20, 2020

Following Jesus, Making Disciples, Serving the World

PRELUDE

“Sleepers Awake!”, organ

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE
WELCOME

GATHERING SONG
"Prepare the Royal Highway”; page 4

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON—2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16

‘Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” *Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you.”

‘But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: °*Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? ¢l have not lived in a house since
the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom | commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” {Now
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; °and | have been with
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you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and | will make for
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. ?’And | will appoint a place for
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, ''from the time that |
appointed judges over my people Israel; and | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. ‘*Your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

SONG

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”; bassoon

SECOND LESSON—ROMANS 16:25-27

>Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages “*but is
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—"to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON—LUKE 1:26-38

¢In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, “’to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 2?And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” *But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *°The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. **And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” **Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” **The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. **And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said, “Here
am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.

SERMON

“Expectations”, Pastor Brian Halverson
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SERMON SONG
“Signs and Wonders”; page 5, verses 1 & 3

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Lord, in you mercy.
Hear our prayer.

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of
Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn; page 6, verses 1, 2, & 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Christmas Pageant, YouTube premiere, December 20 at 6:30 p.m.

2. Blue Christmas worship, YouTube premiere December 21, 6:30 p.m.

3. Advent Devotions—Wednesday weekly with Pastor Brian and daily devotion/prayers
with congregation members

4. Stations of Nativity available now. Walk through on your own or during Christmas Eve
worship, December 24, at 10:00, 1:00, and 4:00.

DISMISSAL
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WORSHIP TEAM

Pastor Brian Halverson - pastor

Steve Mueller - prayers

Dale Landgren — vocals, Advent reading
Lisa Weiss-Cornelius - bassoon

Becky Whelpley - organ, piano

Penny Holt, Pam Klink - AV
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Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!

4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ty mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Signs and Wonders
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1 Signs and won -ders lead the danc-ing from the heart God frees from fear:
2 Hope and free - dom join the cir - cle: Mar-y to the gar - den came,
3 Cast a-side all fear and hid - ing; hand in hand we dance the round.
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wings of an - gels greet the mai - den, and God finds a dwell-ing here;
saw the ra-diance of the mar - vel, heard the Ris - en call her name;

God is with wus, Christ, a - bid - ing, and the Spir-it’s gifts a - bound.
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bold - ly may we Ilift our hands, bow the head, and voice A - men;
bold - ly may we heed Christ’s call, step be-yond the gar - den wall:
Called by God to ho - 1li - ness, let us bold - ly serve and bless;
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thus does glo - ry shine at mid-night: o - pen hearts in - vite the star - light.
beau-ti - ful the feet pro-ceed -ing with good news of death’sde-feat - ing.
and to hearts that sigh and hun - ger may our lives dance signs and won - ders.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseatnmes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © 2005 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her -ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he 0 - pens wide the heav’n-1ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - 'ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - 1y

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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