Journey to Bethlehem

Stations of the Nativity Travel Guide

Thank you for joining us for an interactive walk through the story of
Jesus’ birth. Click the links in blue to watch a video welcome from
Pastor Brian and to hear the songs. If you feel moved, please sing along
with the songs - the lyrics are included in the videos. Enjoy your journey!

WELCOME

STATION 1

Scripture

Song
(listen to one or both)

STATION 1a

Scripture

Message from Pastor Brian

Birth of the Messiah Foretold

Isaiah 7:14
YTherefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.

8For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

’His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

O Come All Ye Faithful, Martina McBride on YouTube
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, traditional choir, shared by Megan Smith on YouTube

Zechariah

Luke 1:5-25

®In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. éBoth of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly
according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.

80nce when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, °he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the
Lord and offer incense. *°Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly
of the people was praying outside. **Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. *?When Zechariah saw him, he was
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 3But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will name him John. **You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, **for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 1*He will turn many of
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will
go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." ¥Zechariah
said to the angel, "How will | know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my wife is


https://youtu.be/WFY-8I1uJFU
https://youtu.be/Y3egGjeiWEA
https://youtu.be/7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
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getting on in years." ®The angel replied, "l am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God,
and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 2°But now,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."

2IMeanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. 22When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that
he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable
to speak. 22When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

24After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, 2°This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably
on me and took away the disgrace | have endured among my people.

God closed Zechariah’s mouth. Try talking with your mouth closed like
Zechariah.

Have you ever doubted God’s plan for you?

Angel Appears to Mary

Luke 1:26-38

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. 3°The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. 3*And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. 3?He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary
said to the angel, "How can this be, since | am a virgin?" 3°The angel said to her, "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. 3’For nothing will be impossible with

God." *8Then Mary said, "Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

O Lord,

We give thanks to you for your marvelous and wonderful gift of life. With Mary,
we raise our voice with gladness and praise for the gift of your Son, our Savior
Jesus Christ. May we carry the gospel message of your saving grace in our
hearts and share it among all people. For you are the true light in the world.

In your name we pray, Amen.

When have you said yes to God? Were you afraid?

Birth of John the Baptist

Luke 1:57-66

5’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *®Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced
with her.

590n the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name
him Zechariah after his father. ®°But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John."
61They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name." 62Then they began
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. ®3He asked for a
writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed.
84lmmediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak,
praising God. ®®Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked
about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. ®®All who heard them pondered them
and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was
with him.

Be like Zechariah - open your mouth and praise God.



STATION 3

Scripture

Action

Ponder

STATION 4

Scripture

Song

Be counted

Joseph’s Dream

Matthew 1:18-25

BNow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. 1°Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2°But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

23" ook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,"
which means, "God is with us." 2*When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 2°but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Pretend to dream—close your eyes and listen quietly for about twenty seconds
for God to speak to you.

When did you last hear God speak to you? When did you last see God working?

Travel to Bethlehem

Luke 2:1-5

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. *°He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

O Little Town of Bethlehem, shared by Teri Elmore on YouTube

Take a selfie and check-in at St. John’s Lutheran, Brookfield.

Please continue around the building to the next station.
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Jesus is Born

Luke 2:6-7

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

Away in a Manger, Cedarmont Kids shared by Pastor Madeline on YouTube
What Child Is This?, Francesca Battistelli on YouTube

Shepherds and Angels

Luke 2:8-14

8n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: *'to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *?This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

Hark, The Herald Angels Sing, Amy Grant on YouTube
Angels We Have Heard on High, 3rd Day on YouTube



https://youtu.be/4uLELfqlntI
https://youtu.be/M2ULTkNmIEY
https://youtu.be/M2ULTkNmIEY
https://youtu.be/wbdvo019mgM
https://youtu.be/0K17zGHFrKU

STATION 7 Shepherds at the Manger

Scripture Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." *So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. ¥When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; *¥and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

Song Silent Night, Hillsong on YouTube
Action If it is dark enough, light a candle (phone flashlight) as you sing.

STATION 7a Go! Tell the Good News

Offerings If you wish to support the ministries of St. John’s, please place offerings in the
secure mail slot by the glass doors to the right of this last station. If you prefer,
electronic gifts may be given here.

This “Journey to Bethlehem” will be up until about January 6—Epiphany. Go!
Tell your friends the Good News.

Song Go, Tell it on the Mountain, Cedarmont Kids on YouTube

God’s blessings to you. Merry Christmas!

To learn more about St. John’s follow us:

Online makedisciples.com
Facebook @MakeDisciplesSJL
Twitter @Makedisciples
Instagram stjohnsbrookfield

Special thank you to:

YouTube for allowing access to beautiful music.

St. John’s property team for cutting, securing, and lighting the figures.
St. John’s youth group for painting the figures.
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https://youtu.be/UNpiQwgStNA
https://makedisciples.com/giving/online-giving/
https://youtu.be/72LE487YZ-U

