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Pastor Ponders  
 by Pastor Brian Halverson 

It is hard to believe that the Lenten 
season is upon us!   

We observe Lent in remembering 
the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in 
the desert and enduring 
temptation by Satan, according to 
the Gospels, before beginning 
his public ministry.  The English 
word Lent is a shortened form of 
the Old English word lencten, 
meaning "spring season". 

Many still observe the season of 
Lent by making a sacrifice, a mini 
attempt at fasting, whereby we 
may “give-up” something for the 
forty days.  Often, we may try to 
eat healthier by not eating 
chocolate or other food items that 
may have become somewhat 
addictive.  Some go further by 
trying to quit smoking or drinking 

alcohol.  In the Roman Catholic 
tradition, there was a prohibition of 
eating meat on Fridays – whence 
the tradition of fish fries on Fridays.  
Whatever the sacrifice, the point is 
to feel the power of those 
temptations and the will power 
needed to overcome them.  It is 
faith strengthened through 
subtraction, if you will. 

There is also a way in which faith is 
strengthened through addition.  
We can add more prayer in our 
daily lives or even begin devoting 
more time in meditation or 
Scripture reading.  A new Lenten 
practice may be to start a new 
small group that shares common 
interests or commitments.  Also, 
the church offers Wednesday 
Lenten services and meals for 

those who are strengthened 
through rituals. 

However we may add or subtract 
from our normal daily routines, 
these efforts are made to be more 
conscious of our relationship with 
God.  As Jesus depended on the 
strength of God throughout his 
public ministry, we too are totally 
reliant on God and God’s grace to 
see us through whatever sacrifices 
we make or the abundances we 
receive.  Life has a way of giving us 
both.  In this Lenten season, let us 
remember and live out the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, whose own 
sacrifice has been to the glory of 
God! 

Plan for Wednesdays in Lent 
Lenten Wednesday Meals and Worship 

March 12 - April 9  
5:45 p.m. meal 

6:30 p.m. worship 

A meal will be served at 5:45 p.m. prior to each Wednesday night 
Lenten service. Please join us for fellowship before worship. 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship 

Ash Wednesday, March 5 
12:00 and 6:30 p.m. 
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Children, Youth & Families 

First Communion Service 

March 9, 2025 
Worship at 8:30 or 10:45 a.m. 
Chat with Pastor Brian at 9:45 a.m. 

Is your child ready to take communion?  

Here at St. John’s, we welcome children of any age to the 
Table when you as a family feel it is appropriate. We will 
be holding 1st Communion this spring on March 9 with a 
Communion Chat with Pastor Brian in between services. 
Please RSVP to Joanna at jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org 
and fill out the form online.  

First Communion 

Tell your neighbors and friends about our wonderful 
preschool! There is a place for them here. 

Mark your calendars for this fun, critter-filled 
evening. All ages are welcome!  

 
What critter would you like to see up close? 

Kids learn through play.  
Do you have a favorite childhood game?  

How do you stay active on cold winter days? 

First Communion Bread 
Baking with Joanna 
March 2, 2025  
In the Kitchen at 3:00pm 

https://forms.gle/VmzxN7HhkqWPrazJA
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Children, Youth & Families 

jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org   

March into Sunday School  
Join us Sundays at 
9:45am for Sunday 
School! Our unit in 
March is all about 
how God made us 
to work together!  

Sunday School 
programming is for 
ages 3 through 5th 
grade. Students in 6th – 8th grade are invited to join the Youth 
Leadership Team which meets on Sundays in the Paul Room. 
Questions? Contact Joanna at jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org.  

Youth Leadership Team 
6th–8th graders! Join Mrs. Beyerlein, 
Mr. Roth, and Mrs. Zach on Sunday 
mornings from 9:45-10:30 
downstairs for food and fun!  

Family Resources  
for Lent 

Families – if you haven’t already, 
stop by the Narthex and pick up 
family Lenten Resources to help 
guide you and your family 
through the Season of Lent. 

Sunday School Offering 
Join us in March as we 
support ELCA Good 
Gifts! Help us to 
support families around 
the globe with gifts of 
chickens, goats, piglets, 
honeybees, and more!   

Middle School Events 
Youth Quake – February 14-16 

The Middle Schoolers had a BLAST at YOUTH QUAKE in Wisconsin 
Dells! Ten of our middle schoolers joined Joanna and Sonja and Jeremy 
Beyerlein, along with 750 other youth from around Wisconsin, as we 
worshipped, served, and learned that we are Enough in Christ.  

Sunday Evenings 
We are excited to offer 
programming for our Middle 
Schoolers on Sunday evenings 
from 4:30-6:00 p.m.  

5th and 6th grade calendar: 
Mar 2 Connect Class 4:30-6:00p 
Mar 16 Connect Class 4:30-6:00p 
Mar 30 No Connect Class 

7th and 8th grade calendar: 
Mar  9 Confirmation  4:30-6:00p 
Mar 23 No Confirmation Class 

mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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Children, Youth & Families 

Contact Stephanie 
with questions about 

high school and 
young adult ministry  

at St. John’s 
sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

or 262-453-9201 

HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  
DATE ACTIVITY TIME 

3/9 9th grade confirmation - LDS Church 9:45a-12:30p 

3/9 Youth Group 4:30p-6:00p 

3/16 HS Led Service Project between services 

3/20 9th grade confirmation 6:30p-8:00p 

Subs and Pizza Update 
Thank you so much to everyone 
who supported the youth and our 
trip to Nashville by purchasing 
subs and pizzas! The youth made 
74 pizzas and 38 subs—bringing 
in over $1,500 for our trip!!  

March Service Project - “Just One More” 
Join us March 16 between services to repack food items for Just One 
More Ministry. Just One More is a faith based organization dedicated to 
functioning as the hands and feet of Christ. Located in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, they rescue and repackage prepared food, groceries, and 
produce from numerous Milwaukee suppliers. They distribute it to over 
90 Greater Milwaukee outreaches, including churches, food pantries, 
and organizations serving Milwaukee's homeless, poor, veterans, 
elderly, and disabled. Their mission is to invite the ignored, the 
forgotten, and the hungry to be served alongside each other as God's 
children. 

We are in need of a few things to help with this project. If you are 
able to donate ziplock bags or non-latex gloves, please sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-
55350324-just 

**Allergy Warning: The items we are repacking may have nuts 

 

February Service 
Project: 

Letter Writing 
The February service project led 
by the youth was letter writing. 
The letters were shared with our 
shut ins and with our young 
adults. It is good for us to stay 
connected as a community of faith! 

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55350324-just
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55350324-just
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Build VBS: Faith in Action 
Back by popular demand: another group quilting 
day!  It’s fun to sew together in a group … learn 
something new, trade tips, and contribute to a 
worthy cause: Lutheran World Relief quilts. Come 
and join us to try another Bargello quilt piece, a 
fractured Bargello, or if you’ve had enough of 
Bargello, a heart block.   

All fabric is prepped and provided.  Please sign up 
on the Sign Up Genius so we can plan accordingly.  
If you have questions, Klaudia Hollander or Jennifer 
Cranfill have answers! 

March 13 at 12:30 p.m. Who:  Kids ages 4-5th grade (finishing)  
Ages 6th grade and up are encouraged to 
join us as leaders! 

What:  Kids will learn to BUILD their lives on the 
Solid Rock of Jesus! Each day the Bible 
lesson will connect Legos and STEM as we 
explore putting our faith in action as we 
build a Giant Lego Man!  

Where: St. John's Lutheran Church, 20275 
Davidson Rd, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53045 

When:  August 4-7, 2025 from 9:00am-12:00pm. 
Join us for closing Family Fun Night at 6:30 
on August 7. 

How: Register online HERE. 

If you are registering more than one child, 
please complete a registration form for 
each child. Registration deadline is July 20 
or when classes are full.  

Costs:  $35 per child before June 1 ($100 family 
maximum), $40 per child after June 1 
($120 family maximum) for VBS Monday - 
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, including 
snacks and projects.  

Creation Corner 
Join Joanna for a Plastic Free Lent! 

This Lent, journey to walk lighter on the planet 
and reflect on our consumptive habits. Join us as 
we examine our dependence on plastics and 
examine alternative choices and habits. 
Participate through a public Facebook group or 
receive challenges via email weekly.  

Sign up at www.wcccn.org  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55425209-bargello
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55425209-bargello
https://forms.gle/G7G7WjGKpkgj4D1E8
http://www.wcccn.org
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Worship and Music 

Questions about 
music at 

St. John’s? 
Contact Becky! 

bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Music Notes 
During Lent we move from the 
wonder of Epiphany to 
uncertainty in the wilderness as we 
turn our attention to 
repentance and reflection.  The 
hymns that are chosen during the 
Lenten season teach the faith, are 
theologically rich and relate 
directly to the lectionary texts as 
opposed to hymns that are 
devotional or praising.  I invite you 
to meditate on the text of these 
wonderful hymns as we journey 
through Lent together. 

Hi, my name is Phil, and I have 
been blessed to be part of the St. 
John’s family since 2021. From the 
moment I walked through these 
doors, I felt embraced by a 
community of faith, love, and 
service. 

One of the teams I’ve had the 
privilege of joining is the Property 
Team. Now, I’ll be the first to 
admit—I don’t have an HVAC 
background, and my knowledge of 
construction and building 
maintenance is pretty limited. But 
that didn’t matter. The Property 
Team welcomed me with open 
arms (maybe because I helped 
lower the average age just a bit!). 

With their encouragement and 
experience, I’ve been able to lend a 
hand in maintaining our beautiful, 

though aging, church building. 
More importantly, I’ve learned so 
much—not just about repairs and 
maintenance but about the power 
of teamwork, dedication, and 
serving with a joyful heart. 

None of this would be possible 
without the generosity of this 

congregation. Your gifts keep the 
lights on, repair the roof over our 
heads, and ensure we have a safe, 
welcoming space for worship and 
community. Thank you for your 
faithfulness, for your giving spirit, 
and for making St. John’s a place 
where all can grow and serve 
together. 

Learning About Religions 
As part of their curriculum to learn about different religions, our 
confirmation students recently visited a Jewish Temple and a Sikh 
Gurudwara. Want to know more? Ask them! 

Stewardship Update 
 by Phil Peters 

mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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Greetings St. John’s Community! The Human 
Resources (HR) Committee would like to introduce 
themselves to you! As you know, the staff at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church are vital to our ministry. The 
HR Committee is a strategic partner with St. John’s 
leadership and the Congregation and is committed 
to assisting in the development of a high performing 
staff, capable of supporting the mission of the 
church. The Committee’s core responsibilities 
include: 

• Policy Development and Oversight 
• Recruitment and Retention Strategies 
• Employee Development and Training 

Meet the Human Resources Committee 
• Compensation and Benefits 
• Performance Management 
• Employee Relations and Workplace Culture 
• Legal Compliance 

The HR Committee is an essential part of St. John’s 
structure, ensuring that the staff is managed 
effectively and in a way that promotes growth and 
well-being. By balancing the needs of staff with the 
goals of the church, the HR Committee helps create 
a thriving and sustainable work environment. We 
are blessed to have a committee with dedicated 
participants. Please reach out to us with questions 
or just to introduce yourself. We’d like to meet you! 

Tom Potratz, Chair 

St. John’s member since 2007 
Family: Married to Anna 
Occupation: Human Resources  
Interests: Sports, especially 

Packers and UW football 
 
 
Lori Schettler, Secretary 

St. John’s member since 1992 
Family: Married to Gary, 2 

children, 3 grandchildren 
Occupation: Legal Assistant 
Interests: Walking, cooking, travel, 

and attending grandkids 
sporting/ music events 

 
Lisa Belli-Fuchs 

St. John’s member since 2005 
Family: Married to Kent. Three 

children: Alexander, Eliana, 
and Isabella 

Occupation: Accountant 
Interests: Yoga and hiking 
 
Scott Bingenheimer 

St. John’s member since 1995 
Family: Married to Amy. Two 

daughters: Megan and 
Kathryn. 

Occupation: IT Project Manager 
Interests: WI Badger sports, 

bicycling and family time 

Paul Bulgerin, Ex-Officio 

St. John’s member since 2024, 
former member 1982-2001 

Family: Married to Karen. Two 
daughters: Samantha and 
Hannah. 

Occupation: Retired Pastor 
Interests: Coin collecting, metal 

detecting, fishing and reading 
history. 

 
Kathy Davis 

St. John's member since 2002 
Family: Married to Bill. Two 

daughters: Danielle & Kristin. 
Occupation: Retired RN 
Interests: Hiking, reading & travel 
 
 
Steve Wimmer 

St. John’s member since 1990 
Family: Married to Debbie. Two 

sons and one grandson. 
Occupation: Attorney/Municipal 

Judge 
Interests: Sports, golf, reading 
 
Brian Zach 

St. John’s member since 2016 
Family: Married to Karie. Three 

sons: Ethan, Eli, Evan 
Occupation:  
Interests:  
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The Property Times 

Serving the World 

For his confirmation service project, Ethan is organizing our March 
outreach collection. He is collecting bathroom items for the Hope 
Center. Currently the most needed items are: razors, shaving cream, 
deodorant, and travel size shampoo and body wash. Any other 
hygiene item donations are appreciated. Thank you for your support. 

Giving Tree Update 

The Property Team 
Our Volunteer Team of non-
professional and professional 
members brings their knowledge 
and skills to keep things running 
smoothly and make St John’s a 
pleasant place to worship. 

We Are the BEST 
As we move into 2025, I want to 
report that the Property Team 
save St. John’s $66,000 in repair/
updating cost in 2024. Not bad 
for a bunch of old guys. Come 
and join our team, no experience 
necessary, just a willingness to 
learn and help. 

Here are some of the stalwarts of 
the Property Team at our weekly 

meeting; at the 
ready to tackle 
the next project 
that dares to 
show itself.  

Leaky Roof Update 
We continue to repair the ceiling 
after our latest 
leak. It will 
always be 
done correctly, 
especially with 
expert 
supervision. 

More Eyes Needed 
We need more eyes! If you see 
anything that you feel Property 
should address, feel free to 
contact me ... or better yet … join 
our property team!  

A monthly insight behind-the-scenes at St. John’s 

Questions about 
property at 
St. John’s? 
Contact Bill! 

wstace@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Ethan Organizing March Outreach Focus 
The totals from the Giving Tree are 
in. Your generosity made a 
difference to many! 
Women’s Center:  $505 in gift 
cards (grocery, big box, drug 
stores) 
Angel’s Baby Closet:  21 packs of 
diapers, 1 car seat, 28 sleepers 
WILC: 4 weighted blankets, several 
dozen fidget toys, 5 large boxes 
Play-do, Uno card game, 5 Lego 
sets 
ACAP:   4 puzzles, 4 packages 
watercolor paper, 2 watercolor 
paint sets, 13 packages Sharpie/ 
dry erase markers. 

St. John’s is blessed to remain 
connected to some of the charter 
members. They are Jean 
Borkenhagen, Ann Kopecky, Ken 
Paulsen, and Bev Wargowski. 
They are an inspiration to us all. 

One charter member, Floyd 
Keierleber, passed away on 
February 10, 2025. He was 96. 
Floyd’s wife Anita passed in 2011.  

We are thankful for the 
faithfulness of these charter 
members. 

mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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President’s Report: Paul Bulgerin 
is going to meet with Pastor 
Kristin Nielsen, assistant to the 
bishop, on February 27 to discuss 
plans for Pastor Brian’s retirement 
and our up-coming pastoral 
transition.  Pastor Nielsen was 
invited to attend the March council 
meeting to share this information 
with the council. 

“Pave the Way” Campaign:  
Council received updates on plans 
for both the outside signage and 
the new signs which will help 
direct people inside the church 
building. 

An update was shared on tithes 
being given through “Pave the 
Way” to the Hope Center and the 
council discussed preliminary 
plans on what to do with any 
remaining funds once “Pave the 
Way” is completed. 

Nominating Committee: The 
members of the committee, who 
were elected at the February 2 
congregational meeting, are 
Pastor Brian, Paul Bulgerin, Carrie 
Peters, Keith Paukner, James 

The meeting was held on Monday, 
February 17, 2025. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brian was 
ill and could not attend the 
meeting. 

Finances: A review of the budget, 
which was approved at the 
February 2 congregational 
meeting, was shared by treasurer 
Carrie Peters. 

January offerings were 44% over 
the budgeted amount.  Part of this 
was due to a large offering gift 
which is given every other year.  
The amounts budgeted each 
month for benevolences were not 
paid in January because they had 
not yet been approved at the 
congregational meeting.  Double 
payments will be made in 
February.  Expenses were 22% 
under budget in January, in part to 
this. 

An update was given about the 
newly formed Stewardship 
Committee and a recommendation 
from the Finance Committee 
concerning sound policies for 
handling cash. 

Council Communications 

March Birthdays 

Morgan and Josh Werner.  They 
will seek nominees for three 
positions on the church council 
and two on the Endowment 
Committee.  The Nominating 
Committee met for the first time 
following the council meeting. 

Endowment Committee: The 
members of the committee were 
pleased to be able to recommend 
eighteen different projects, 
totaling $20,050, to the council.  
These were all approved.  
Endowment will seek direction 
from the Finance Committee since 
$9,000-15,000 more is available 
to help ministries and programs in 
2025. 

Paul Bulgerin 
Church Council President 

Next Council Meeting:   
March 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

3 Isabella Fuchs 
3 Jennalyn Mallmann 
4 Jackson Moran 
5 Peg Schellin 
7 Alex Fuchs 
7 Scott Pavlichek 
8 Ann Kopecky 
8 Jacob Zaeske 

10 Bruce Campbell 
11 Mark Aamot 

11 Brent Schwartz 
12 Henry Hale 
12 Gregg Miller 
12 Debbie Morgan 
12 Jane Vento 
12 Deb Zaeske 
13 Ken Bahr 
13 Charlotte Yourell 
14 Sue Cisz 
14 Jena Johnson 

16 Don Hintze 
17 Tony Caravella 
17 Dale Oistad 
19 Sheri Storjohann 
20 Linda Brazin 
21 Anthony Caravella 
21 Sharon Grunau 
21 Ellen Schwantes 
22 Stephanie Dominguez 
22 Dennis Rebisch Jr. 

24 Jan Janzow 
26 Alice Wafle 
27 Amy Bingenheimer 
28 Carrie Allbaugh 
28 Mary Almasi 
28 Sue Kaiser 
30 Alden Steinmetz 
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Attention 
Facebook Users 
Evangelize with 
our posts, be sure 
to: LIKE  

COMMENT 
SHARE  

Welcome Statement 
At St. John’s we align with Paul’s 
words in Romans 15:7 “Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” We welcome one 
another all who are seeking God’s 
love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race, age or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome 
all without regard to physical or 
mental health, socio-economic 
circumstances, or anything that 
too often divides us. Our unity is 
in our commitment to the ways, 
grace and love of Christ. 

Core Values of St. John’s: 
• Serving our world, locally and 

globally; 
• Inspiring worship and music that 

honor God; 
• Nurturing relationships with one 

another as Jesus walks with us; 
• Growing in God’s grace through 

education and discipleship; 
• Engaging children and youth in the 

life of the church. 

About Us 

Office Hours 
The St. John’s phone is answered 
and doors are monitored for entry 
9:00-Noon, Monday to Friday. 

Church  
phone:  262-786-6887 
email: to email a staff member, 
please click on the link by their 
photo on the website under Staff. 

Preschool  
phone: 262-786-4298 
lrickinger@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Contact Us Praying for … 
We pray for those who are 
battling illness, are healing, or 
are needing extra prayers: 
Marion S Connor 
Carol M Dale L 
Dylan H Julia  
Mark A  

To help us to stay connected, we 
will be sharing the list with you 
monthly. Prayers may be for 
thanksgiving, hope and/or 
healing. The requests may be 
immediate, short or long term.  

Prayer requests may be 
submitted at the bottom of the 
website www.makedisciples.com. 

St. John’s Phone Number: 262-786-6887 

Extensions: 
100 Heidi Bischmann, Office Coordinator 
101 Brian Halverson, Senior Pastor 
102 Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator 
103 Bill Stace, Building Supervisor 
104 Joanna Salinas, Children’s Ministry 
105 Stephanie Broussard, Youth Ministry 
106 Rebecca Mitchell, Bookkeeper 
107 Becky Whelpley, Music Director 
200 Laura Rickinger, Preschool 

St. John’s Council  
President 
Paul Bulgerin 262-352-9050 
Vice-president 
Keith Paukner 414-916-2618 
Secretary 
Josh Werner 262-271-0639 
Treasurer 
Carrie Peters 262-853-5888 
At Large  
Jim Morgan 262-893-7385 
Mark Latus 262-784-1183 
Brittany Larson 262-527-2404 
Liz Roth 847-533-4806 
Jack Shaffer 262-212-4240 

makedisciples.com 

To learn more 
about ministries at  
St. John s, click or  
scan this QR code. 

http://www.makedisciples.com
makedisciples.com

