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Pastor Ponders  
 by Pastor Brian Halverson 

Easter.  It is a celebration of life 
itself.  During our sunrise service 
on Easter morning, we watch as 
the sun comes up during 
communion, and it is if we are 
celebrating our new life in Christ 
with the very first converts to the 
church.   

In the earliest church, in the rites 
of baptism, the group of converts 
who went through the three-year 
catechumenate were baptized 
early on Easter morning.  They 
stood in the river with their backs 
to the east, renounced Satan, and 
then turned to the east and made 
their baptismal confession for the 
first time, as the sun rose to greet 
them.  Afterward, those who were 

baptized received Holy 
Communion and went back into 
the world to spread the good news 
of Jesus Christ. 

It is a powerful image.  To be 
awake at dawn and to see the start 
of a new day continues to fill us 
with hope, that no matter what the 
day will bring, we are surrounded 
by the light of day and the eternal 
light of God.   

In our day today, we celebrate 
Easter with church services that 
are filled with music, scripture 
readings, children’s messages, and 
the proclamation of Christ’s rising 
from the dead, and the receiving of 
Holy Communion.  The inner 

spiritual work we have done in 
Lent opens us to the incredible 
miracle of God’s saving grace and 
infinite mercy.   

We may not stand in the water of 
a river, as the first communicants 
did, but we do stand in the river of 
time.  The waters of our baptism 
still flow in us and through us, 
bringing us to the end of time and 
the eternal time that is to come.   

This is the celebration of the Easter 
life in the Risen Christ!! 

Alleluia! 

Hopping Into Easter 
Lenten Wednesday Meals and Worship 

April 2  |  Sense of Sound (Joyous Light Liturgy) 
April 9  |  Sense of Taste (Holden Liturgy) 

5:45 p.m. meal  |  6:30 p.m. worship 

The Children, Youth, and Family program has a variety of upcoming volunteer needs, 
from flipping pancakes to building a giant Lego Man. Some are short term volunteer 
opportunities, and some involve a larger commitment. Please prayerfully consider 
signing up!       Link to Needs: https://tinyurl.com/3bk7skfe 

Volunteer … It’s For the Kids 

https://tinyurl.com/3bk7skfe
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Children, Youth & Families 
St. John’s Preschool Family Night with Wildlife in 
Need on March 6 was fun and very educational.  
Max, the teacher from Wildlife in Need, brought four 
Animal Ambassadors that we met and learned so 
much about each one of them.   

Our first two Ambassadors were Aspen and Acorn, 
the Flying Squirrels. It was their first educational 
visit and we made them feel very welcome as they 
peeked out at us from their cage getting nibbles of 
chow from Max. 

The next two Ambassadors were Evie, the Eastern 
Fox Snake and Twiggy, the Painted Turtle. Both Evie 
and Twiggy had visited us before and were so happy 
to see us and we all got to pet them.  

Each year we hold a fundraiser for Wildlife in Need and this year we collected 10 bags of birdseed for the 
birds receiving care at Wildlife in Need. 

We ended the evening with an Animal Cracker snack for the Preschoolers and Pinecone Birdfeeders for the 
birds around our homes. What a great way to round out a great Preschool Family Night. 
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Children, Youth & Families 
Sunday School is Full of Hope 

Join us Sundays at 9:45am for Sunday 
School! Our unit in April is all about 
the hope Jesus gives us. 

Sunday School programming is for 
ages 3-5th grade. Students in 6th – 8th 
grade are invited to join the Youth 
Leadership Team which meets on 
Sundays in the Paul Room. Questions? 
Contact Joanna at jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org. 

Youth Leadership Team 
6th–8th graders! Join Mrs. 
Beyerlein, Mr. Roth, and Mrs. 
Zach on Sunday mornings from 
9:45-10:30 downstairs for food 
and fun!  

Sunday School Offering 
Join us in April as we wrap 
up our ELCA Good Gifts unit! 
Help us to support families 
around the globe with gifts 
of chickens, goats, piglets, 
honeybees, and more. Keep 
track of our progress on the 
rolling board in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Middle School Events 
Donut Sunday! 

Join us on Easter Morning in 
between services for a Donut 
Fellowship Hour. Catch up with old 
friends, make new ones, and 
celebrate the morning with your St. 
John’s family. All proceeds benefit 
the Middle School Ministry. 

Sunday Evenings 
We are excited to offer 
programming for our Middle 
Schoolers on Sunday evenings 
from 4:30-6:00 p.m.  

5th and 6th grade calendar: 
Apr 13 Connect Class 4:30-6:00p 
Apr 27 Connect Class 4:30-6:00p 
 (Last Class) 

7th and 8th grade calendar: 
Apr 6 Confirmation  4:30-6:00p 
Apr 20 No Confirmation Class 
May 4 Confirmation 4:30-6:00p 
 (Last Class) 
May 4 8th grade parent meeting
 5:45p 

First Communion 
We celebrate with the families of 
Liam, Sam, Cooper, Gwendolynn, 
Thomas, and Jackson who 

celebrated their 
First Communion 
on March 9. Please 
continue to pray for 
them on their Faith 
Journey. 

8th Grade Parent 
Meeting 

Attention parents of 8th graders: 

Come fifteen 
minutes early to 
pick up your 
student from 
confirmation on 
Sunday, May 4. 
Join Stephanie 

Broussard at 5:45 p.m. to talk 
about what their 9th grade (and 
final) year of confirmation is 
going to look like! 

jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org   

mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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Children, Youth & Families 

Contact Stephanie 
with questions about 

high school and 
young adult ministry  

at St. John’s 
sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

or 262-453-9201 

HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  
DATE ACTIVITY TIME 

4/6 Youth Group 4:30p-6:00p 

4/17 9th grade confirmation 6:30p-8:00p 

4/27 HS Led Service Project between services 

4/27 Youth Group 4:30p-6:00p 

5/2 Confirmation Evening 6:30p-8:00p 

5/4 Pancake Breakfast 9:00a-11:00a 

5/4 Confirmation 10:45 service 

Confirmation Weekend 

MARCH  - Just One More Ministry 

Our youth led service 
project for March was 
repackaging food for Just 
One More Ministry.  

They even invited 
new friends from 
the LDS church 
to join in the fun. 

APRIL – Care Packages  

Join us Sunday, April 27 to put 
together care packages for our 
young adults! Feel free to bring a 
small goodie or write a note as 
well. Interested in supporting this 
event, here is a link to the items 
we would like to include: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-
55947938-young 

Friday, May 2  |  6:30 p.m. 

9th grade confirmation students 
will present their independent 
service project reports from this 
past year, along with lots of 
yummy treats to celebrate them.  

Sunday, May 4  |  9:00 a.m. 

Pancake breakfast to 
celebrate our seven 
confirmands. 

Sunday, May 4  |  10:45 a.m. 

Come join us as our 
seven confirmands 
affirm their baptism!  

Youth Led Service Projects  

Confirmands at LDS 
In February, our confirmands visited The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. First we 
participated in their youth group programming, 
followed by their Sacrament Meeting. Our youth 
then invited a few of their members to join us for the 
JOMM service project the next weekend and a 
couple of them came!  

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55947938-young
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55947938-young
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55947938-young
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-55947938-young


 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 6 

 

Build VBS: Faith in Action 
Let-Go of Your Lego! 

Do you have Legos hanging out in your basement 
you don’t know what to do with? Kids grown? 
Running out of space? Donate them to Build VBS 
and know they will be loved by a new generation 
of kids! All sizes of Lego and Duplo accepted. Cool 
Lego Model Builds accepted, too! Lego donations 
will NOT be returned. 

Donate to the blue bin in the donation center. 
Who:  Kids ages 4-5th grade (finishing)  

Ages 6th grade and up are encouraged to join 
us as leaders! 

What:  Kids will learn to BUILD their lives on the Solid 
Rock of Jesus! Each day the Bible lesson will 
connect Legos and STEM as we explore putting 
our faith in action as we build a Giant Lego 
Man!  

Where: St. John's Lutheran Church, 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 53045 

When:  August 4-7, 2025 from 9:00am-12:00pm. 
Join us for closing Family Fun Night at 6:30 on 
August 7. 

How: Register online HERE or scan the QR code 
above. 
If you are registering more than one child, 
please complete a registration form for each 
child. Registration deadline is July 20 or when 
classes are full.  

Costs:  $35 per child before June 1 ($100 family 
maximum), $40 per child after June 1 ($120 
family maximum) for VBS Monday - Thursday, 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, including snacks and 
projects.  

APRIL 6 
Chaos and the Life of Faith: 
An Old Testament Motif for Our Day 

In the creation accounts, God puts everything in 
order. Yet throughout the Old Testament there is 
the sense that creational order can be disrupted 
and even undone. Chaos can return. In chaotic 
times, however, the Bible proclaims God’s power 
to restore. 

APRIL 13 
Jesus and Chaos: Living Out Our Faith in 
Uncertain Times and Situations 

Jesus’ life was anything but calm and serene.  
Through it all, Jesus showed faith, courage and a 
resolute devotion to the word and will of his 
Heavenly Father.  He gives us an example of faith 
as we live in our own world and time, which can 
be rather chaotic as well . 

https://forms.gle/G7G7WjGKpkgj4D1E8
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry team 
provides handmade creations 
meant to send the message of 
God’s continuous love and care.  
These creations include prayer 
shawls and pocket patches.  

Why Give a Prayer Shawl or 
Prayer Patch? 

There are many reasons to give a 
prayer shawl or prayer patch:  
 an illness,  
 a disease,  
 grief at the loss of a loved one,  
 a natural disaster,  
 or just a reminder that they are 

never alone.  

Where to Find Them? 

You can find the Prayer Shawl 
cabinet to the left of the church 
sanctuary doors, filled with 
colorful shawls. Choose one. 
Pocket Patches are in a backet on 
top of the cabinet. There are cards 
and gift bags to send along with 
your shawl. Also, there is a book 
to fill in to let us know who the 
shawl or patch is going to so we 
can pray for them. 

Join the Team 

If you like to knit or crochet (or 
even would like to learn) our 
group would be delighted to have 
you join us. We meet the second 
Friday of the month from 10:00 
a.m. to noon.  

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  

Quilting News! 

On Thursday, March 13, St. John’s folks came together for Bargello 2.0 
and the heart block. Bargello was popular, so we offered a second 
opportunity to try the technique. Also offered was a chance to 
experiment with half-square triangles and create a heart block.  
Everything sewn will be the centerpiece for quilts that we sew and 
send to Lutheran World Relief. We sew together in a group in the 
fellowship hall and have a different focus to maybe learn something 
new.  All materials are provided.  We hope you are able to join us at our 
next event!  Questions:  seek out Klaudia or Jennifer. 

Bargello 2.0 

Creation Corner 
Certify Your Home as a Certified Wildlife Habitat 

The National Wildlife Federation's Certified Wildlife Habitat® 
program recognizes gardens and yards that provide essential 
elements for local wildlife, including food, water, shelter, and space 
to raise young. Any home, school, church or community can work 
toward certification and provide habitat for all God’s Creation! 
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Worship and Music 
Good Friday 

We will be using Hal Hopson's 
setting of Tenebrae on Good Friday 
at 6:30 p.m.   

Hopson's service of Tenebrae 
follows a tradition of the early 
church dating back to the eighth 
century, and commemorates the 
final hours of Christ's life on earth 
as He prepared for and suffered 
death on the cross. 

As many of you have seen, we 
recently awarded over $20,000 in 
Endowment Grant Funds to 18 
incredible organizations—each one 
making a meaningful difference in 
the world. You can see a few of 
them highlighted in this image. 

Because of your generosity, we’re 
able to extend the mission and 
heart of St. John’s far beyond our 
walls—reaching into communities 
and causes that matter deeply to 
our members. 

I’m also excited to share that the 
Endowment Committee will be 
opening an additional grant 
request window for two weeks 
starting March 30th. So if there’s 
an organization or ministry close to 

your heart, we invite you to apply 
or spread the word. 

When the other (and some might 
say wiser!) Phil invited me to join 
the Endowment Committee, I’ll be 
honest—I had to google 
“endowment.” But I’m so glad I 
did. I discovered that we have a 
special fund at St. John’s that 
allows us to support even more of 
the places and causes that our 
congregation loves. 

Being part of that work—helping 
others in tangible, lasting ways—
has been a deeply rewarding 
experience. I’m incredibly grateful 
to those who had the foresight to 
start the fund and to those who 
continue to give so generously to 
it. Your gifts are truly multiplying 
goodness in the world. 

What Wondrous Love Is This 
A hymn note about a beloved Lenten hymn tune: What Wondrous Love 
Is This (American Folk Hymn; Source: Southern Harmony 1835, 
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal #666) 

The melody for this hymn shows signs of Celtic influences, and the 
unusual meter is that of an old sea chanty about Captain Kidd.  The 
tune first appeared in the valleys of the Southern Appalachians, where 
William Walker recorded it and included it in his historic Southern 
Harmony.  Each stanza has a single thought which is underscored by 
repetition, but it is the haunting melody that has made this hymn so 
popular in this country.  (Hymn note by Austin Lovelace) 

Questions about 
music at 

St. John’s? 
Contact Becky! 

bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Stewardship Update 
 by Phil Peters 

mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org


 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 9 

 

The Property Times 

Custodial Team 
Have you noticed a lovely glow 
emanating from all around? It is 
not just the Holy Spirt; it is also 
the result of our great Custodial 
team of Debra and Ethan. They 
work hard to keep St. John’s clean 
and sanitized for your use. 

The Property Team 
Our Volunteer Team of non-
professional and professional 
members brings their 
knowledge and skills to keep 
things running smoothly and 
make St John’s a pleasant place 
to worship. 

More Eyes Needed 
We need more eyes! If you see 
anything that you feel Property 
should address, feel free to 
contact me ... or better yet … join 
our property team!  

A monthly insight behind-the-scenes at St. John’s 

Questions about 
property at 
St. John’s? 
Contact Bill! 

wstace@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Abby Organizing April 
Outreach for HAWS 

Abby is organizing the April 
outreach, collecting needed items 
for HAWS.  Donated items may 
be placed in the shopping cart by 
the office.  

Serving the World 

St. John’s Endowment fund was 
established in May 2000, to 
provide additional support for the 
mission and ministries beyond the 
general operation of the 
congregation.  The 
Endowment has grown 
to $135,793 which is 
invested to produce 
income for distribution. 

We had our first 2025 
open window period January 1-
31.  We are trusting that the 
stock market behaves and are 
able to offer an abbreviated 
second open window March 31-
April 13.  New grant requests will 

Spring Spruce Up Endowment Second Window for Grant Requests 
The Property Team is inviting 
volunteers to bring their tools to 
help with our Spring Spruce-Up. It 
is scheduled for Monday, May 5 at 
4:30 p.m., weather permitting. 
Snacks and refreshments will be 
available.  

Thank you,  
William Stace, Building Supervisor 

be considered, please no 
double-dipping of first window 
grant recipients.  The form is 
available online and on the 

bulletin board. 

If you would like to 
know more about the 
Endowment Fund or 
how to contribute via a 
will, trust, life 
insurance policy or 

other financial instruments, 
please contact a member of the 
team:  Jennifer Cranfill, Phil 
Peters, Angie Rose-Mueller, 
Curtis Templin, and Rich Warp. 

mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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continue into March. The council 
voted to move $5,000 to the 
Capital Improvement Fund since 
we were carrying over 45 days 
of cash on hand. Carrie Peters 
and Paul Bulgerin will  meet 
with the staff to discuss the new 
cash handling policy. 

• President’s Report: There is 
secretive work being done on 
Pastor Brian’s farewell 
celebration on May 25. The 
council will serve the Lenten 
meal on April 9. 

• Property Committee: The boiler’s 
electronic controls will be 
upgraded and changed the week 
of May 26. 

Council Highlights for March 17 
Meeting 

• Pr. Kristen Nielsen, from the 
synod office, assistant to the 
Bishop, visited with us and 
outlined what we need to do 
over the last months of Pastor 
Brian’s ministry and then into the 
weeks after his retirement. 

• Pastor Brian highlighted the 
coming Adult Education Forums 
for April 6 and 13.  

• The financial report highlights: 
Very good month of February, 
giving was 12% over budget and 
expenses were 7% under 
budget. We are hoping that will 

Council Communications 

April Birthdays 

• Pave the Way updates: The Sign 
committee made a 
recommendation to the council 
to pursue the electronic sign 
which is the primary choice for 
replacing the old sign, even 
though there are many hurdles 
to work through to get that 
done. There are indications that 
the Town of Brookfield may be 
willing to make some 
allowances. The Interior signage 
is scheduled to be put up in 
April. 

• Nominating committee has been 
working on filling the vacancies 
for the church council and 
endowment committee. 

Submitted by Keith Paukner, 
Council VP 

Next Council Meeting:   
April 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

2 Cindi Wright-Kau 
3 Steph Moran 
3 Anna Potratz 
3 Phyllis Whitehead 
4 Brian Harms 
4 Kathy Sattler 
4 George Vogt 
5 Grant Gundlach 
5 Linda Nelson 
5 Carol Schulz 
5 Jeff Weyer 
6 Ralph Berglund 
6 Rick Elfers 

6 Meara Holmberg 
6 Sarah Klemm 
6 Elizabeth Roth 
6 Liam Steinmetz 
7 Evan Roth 
7 Rich Smith 
7 Ann Vetta 
8 Evan Zach 
9 Phyllis Ten Pas 

10 Tessa Olderman 
10 Virginia Walsh 
11 Jim Allard 
11 Ryan Cornelius 

11 Nate Schettler 
12 Daniel Hoem 
13 Kristina Harms 
16 Nancy Hartman 
16 Ainsley Morrell 
16 Declan Morrell 
17 Jacob Vetta 
19 Zachary Hutchinson 
20 Brittany Larson 
21 Mary Balzer 
21 Stephanie Broussard 
22 Pam Klink 
22 Andrew Sommer 

22 Karen Sommer 
23 Dick Granholm 
24 Phil Lange 
25 Jacob Balzer 
25 Sue Keith 
25 Joe Schaefer 
26 Benjamin Vanden Heuvel 
27 Colleen Anderson 
27 Gail Jacobsen 
27 Haley Larson 
28 Dawn Williams 
29 John Stahl 
29 Jonah Wagner 
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Attention 
Facebook Users 
Evangelize with 
our posts, be sure 
to: LIKE  

COMMENT 
SHARE  

Welcome Statement 
At St. John’s we align with Paul’s 
words in Romans 15:7 “Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” We welcome one 
another all who are seeking God’s 
love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race, age or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome 
all without regard to physical or 
mental health, socio-economic 
circumstances, or anything that 
too often divides us. Our unity is 
in our commitment to the ways, 
grace and love of Christ. 

Core Values of St. John’s: 
• Serving our world, locally and 

globally; 
• Inspiring worship and music that 

honor God; 
• Nurturing relationships with one 

another as Jesus walks with us; 
• Growing in God’s grace through 

education and discipleship; 
• Engaging children and youth in the 

life of the church. 

About Us 

Office Hours 
The St. John’s phone is answered 
and doors are monitored for entry 
9:00-Noon, Monday to Friday. 

Church  
phone:  262-786-6887 
email: to email a staff member, 
please click on the link by their 
photo on the website under Staff. 

Preschool  
phone: 262-786-4298 
lrickinger@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Contact Us Praying for … 
We pray for those who are 
battling illness, are healing, or 
are needing extra prayers: 
Marion S Connor 
Carol M Dale L 
Dylan H Julia  
Mark A Jeremy G 

To help us to stay connected, we 
will be sharing the list with you 
monthly. Prayers may be for 
thanksgiving, hope and/or 
healing. The requests may be 
immediate, short or long term.  

Prayer requests may be 
submitted at the bottom of the 
website www.makedisciples.com. 

St. John’s Phone Number: 262-786-6887 

Extensions: 
100 Heidi Bischmann, Office Coordinator 
101 Brian Halverson, Senior Pastor 
102 Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator 
103 Bill Stace, Building Supervisor 
104 Joanna Salinas, Children’s Ministry 
105 Stephanie Broussard, Youth Ministry 
106 Rebecca Mitchell, Bookkeeper 
107 Becky Whelpley, Music Director 
200 Laura Rickinger, Preschool 

St. John’s Council  
President 
Paul Bulgerin 262-352-9050 
Vice-president 
Keith Paukner 414-916-2618 
Secretary 
Josh Werner 262-271-0639 
Treasurer 
Carrie Peters 262-853-5888 
At Large  
Jim Morgan 262-893-7385 
Mark Latus 262-784-1183 
Brittany Larson 262-527-2404 
Liz Roth 847-533-4806 
Jack Shaffer 262-212-4240 

makedisciples.com 

To learn more 
about ministries at  
St. John s, click or  
scan this QR code. 

http://www.makedisciples.com
makedisciples.com

