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Pastor Ponderings 

LENT 
This month, our Lenten journey 
begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 18.  Our focus will be 
on “Hearing God” or developing 
a conversational relationship 
with God.  Dallas Willard, in his 
book from whom this title is 
borrowed, says: God has created 
us for an intimate friendship - 
both now and forever.  In our 
ongoing friendship we tell God 
what is on our hearts in prayer 
and learn to perceive what God is 
saying to us. How can you be 
sure God is speaking to you?  We 
learn by experience.   

As part of this Lenten journey 
you are invited to a weekly 
Wednesday evening meal, 
fellowship and worship.  The 
worship will follow the stories of 
five biblical characters.  Each was 
unique in how they heard or 
responded to God.  This time of 
worship is for you to be with God 
and the people of God, to affirm 
God is with us.  God delights in 
your thanks and praise. 

MET 
This month, the Mission 
Exploration Team (MET) 

continues to host small groups to 
engage you in the discernment of 
St. John’s future.  MET is also 
trying to hear God. They want to 
specifically hear God’s guidance 
through your conversations. Keep 
praying for MET and for St. John’s 
and the next pastor you seek to 
serve among you. 

COUNCIL and STAFF 
This month, on Saturday, 
February 7, the Council and staff 
will be meeting together for a 
time of learning and 
discernment.  We’ll be learning 
about the specific roles that staff, 
pastor, and council serve in 
leading a congregation.  We 
want to affirm how we best work 
together.  We’ll also listen for 
how  the Holy Spirit might be 
stirring up something new at St 
John’s, leading us to some 
important work we can be doing 
this year.   

And I keep praying for you, that 
you will continue to lean on 
God’s goodness and 
grace.  Draw near to God and 
God will draw near to you.  

On the journey with you, 
Pastor Karen, Interim 

By Pastor Karen Natterstad, Interim Pastor 

Don’t miss it! 
 

“Draw near to God and God will draw near to you. - James 4:8 

February 15 
between services 
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Children, Youth & Families 
Preschool 

We’re excited to share a great change coming to 
St. John’s Preschool. We’ve joined Wisconsin’s 
new Get Kids Ready initiative, a state-funded 
school readiness program serving four year 
olds. The state is making preschool free for 4K 
families and pays us for the time children are 
attending our Get Kids Ready 4K class. 

What will change? We’ll just be renaming the 
current Four Year Old class to our 4K Class. 
Proudly, our current four year old preschool 
program and Playing to Learn curriculum meets, 
and exceeds, the criteria for school readiness as 
required by the state. Many current families have 
enrolled and there will be some slots open for 
the community to join St. John’s Preschool, too. 
And we’ll continue our Two Year Old and our 
Three Year Old classes.  

And the Preschool Ministry Mission will be the 
same; to foster learning in a nurturing 
environment in which our young children are 
loved, respected, and valued. 

Vacation Bible School 

Who:  Kids ages 4-6th grade (going into). Ages 
7th grade and up are encouraged to join 
us as leaders! 

What: Join us for an exciting week of Animal 
Encounters as we dive into stories in the 
Bible and meet their animal stars! Each 
day will include a live animal encounter, 
crafts, snacks, and outdoor fun! 

Where:  St. John's Lutheran Church,  
20275 Davidson Rd, Brookfield, 
Wisconsin 53045 

When:  August 3-6, 2026 from 9:00am-12:00pm. 

           Join us for closing Family Fun Night at 
6:30 on August 6. 

How:  Register online.here  
https://forms.gle/te15ApooSkztTuzU7  

If you are registering more than one child, 
please complete a registration form for 
each child.  Registration deadline is July 20 
or when classes are full.  

Costs:  
$35 per child before June 1 ($100 family maximum), 
$40 per child after June 1 ($120 family maximum) 
for VBS Monday - Thursday, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM,  
including snacks and projects.  

Scan: this QR code for all 
things VBS. 

https://forms.gle/G7G7WjGKpkgj4D1E8
https://forms.gle/te15ApooSkztTuzU7
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Children, Youth & Families 

jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org   

Family Lenten 
Resources 

Beginning February 18, stop by 
the Gathering Space and pick up 
family Lenten Resources to help 
guide you and your family through 
the Season of Lent. Your kids will 
love these! 

Sunday School 
Join us Sundays at 9:45am for 
Sunday School! Our unit in 
February is all about how we can 
share the love of Jesus! 

Sunday School programming is 
for ages 2-5th grade. Students in 
6th – 8th grade are invited to join 
the Youth Leadership Team 
which meets on Sundays in the 
Paul Room. Questions? Contact 
Joanna at 
jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org.  

Youth Quake—February 13-15 

Keep Joanna and the Middle 
Schoolers in your prayers the 
weekend of Feb. 13-15 as they 
travel to WI Dells to attend 
Youth Quake! Youth Quake 
gathers teens from around the 
Midwest who 
are eager to 
explore their 
faith through 
worship, 
dynamic 
speakers, and 
engaging 
activities.  

Middle School Events Sunday Evening 
Education at St. John’s 

We are excited to offer 
programming for our Middle 
Schoolers on Sunday evenings 
from 4:30-6:00 p.m.  

February 8 

No programming. 

February 22 

4:30-5:00  
 Dinner 
5:00-6:00  
 5th- 6th grade Connect Class 
 7th-8th grade Confirmation Class 
 9th-12th grade Youth Group 

Sunday School Offering 
Peanut Butter Jelly! Help us in 
February as we collect peanut 
butter and jelly for area Food 
Pantries!  

Youth Leadership Team 
6th – 8th graders! Join the Werner’s 
on Sunday mornings from 9:45-
10:30 downstairs for food and a 
fun Valentine’s Day service project! 
In January, kids participated in the 
Food Packing service project! 

First Communion 
Is your child ready to take 
communion? Here at St. John’s, 
we welcome children of any 
age to the Table when you as a 
family feel it is appropriate. We 
will be holding First 
Communion this spring on 
March 8 with a Bread Baking 
First Communion Class on 
March 1 at 3:00. Please RSVP 
to Joanna at 
jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org 
and fill out the form online.   

mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/forms.gle/VmzxN7HhkqWPrazJA___.YXAzOnN0am9obnNsdXRoZXJhbmJyb29rZmllbGQ6YTpvOjNmOTY0YzdkODM4MTE0ODZhZmZlMDRhMmJhMDQ4M2EwOjc6MTljZjpmZGM0NDE5M2I4ZWIzZmQzNzMwODRiNTRlNWI0MzFlNDg1M2JiNWFiOTAzMzJkZWJiM2E4MzFkMmIwZWVkYWExOm
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Children, Youth & Families 

Contact Stephanie 
with questions about 

high school and 
young adult ministry  

at St. John’s 
sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

or 262-453-9201 

Youth Fundraiser Help 
Saturday, February 7 

Calling all high school youth! We need your help 
on Saturday, February 7 as we come together to 
make subs and pizzas for our fundraiser. 

This is a hands-on way to serve, support our 
youth ministry, and have some fun working 
together—plus, many hands make lighter (and 
faster!) work! 

Date: Saturday, February 7  
Time: 10:30am until we’re done 

HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  

DATE ACTIVITY TIME 

Feb 7 Sub and Pizza Making 10:30 am—
2:00 pm 

Feb 15 HS leads Service Project—
enrichment toys for HAWS 

Between 
services 

Feb 15 9th Grade Confirmation 
Topic: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 

4:30 pm—
6:00 pm 

Feb 22 Youth group 4:30 pm—
6:00 pm 

Congregation Service Project 
Join us for a congregation-wide service project on 
Sunday, February 15, between worship services, as we 
come together to serve our community in a hands-on 
way! 

We will be making enrichment toys for the animals at 
HAWS, helping provide comfort, stimulation, and love 
to animals waiting for their forever homes. This is a 
great, easy-to-join project for all ages—no special 
skills needed! 

When: February 15 - between services 
Where: Youth Room  
Who: All are welcome! 

Stop in for a few minutes or stay the whole time—
every bit of help makes a difference. Come serve, 
create, and show love to our four-legged neighbors!  

Just a friendly reminder to everyone who placed 
an order for subs and pizzas—pickup will be 
Sunday, February 8! 

 Pickup Location: Gathering Space  
 Pickup Time: After both services 

Sub and Pizza Pickup Reminder 

February 15 
between services 

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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MET Small Group 
Discussions 

Monday February 2 6:30p Via Zoom 

Tuesday February 3 6:30p At church 

Sunday February 8 9:30a FULL 

Tuesday February 10 6:30p At church 

Youth Endowment Fund News 
St. John's is ready to invest and formally begin the Youth Endowment Fund.  

• The fund began with a matching funds donation and the initial goal has been met. 
• The ELCA Foundation  Ministry Growth Fund of the ELCA will serve as our investment source. 
• Interest from the Youth Endowment Fund will be 

used to support Youth in ways beyond the regular 
church budget. 

Thank you to the generous donors who have made this 
first investment in the fund possible.  

Grant Applications 
Accepted in March 

Applications will be accepted for St. John’s 
Endowment Grants during March. 
If you would like your service project considered for 
a grant, fill out a form online. (A few paper copies 
are available on the bulletin board.) 

Applicants must be a member of St. John’s and 
funds must be used expeditiously. 

Great discussions so 
far! Join one of the 
remaining discussions 
to have your voice 
heard. RSVP online via 
the QR code or the 
Sign Up Genius button 
on the website. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-61352319-metsmall#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-61352319-metsmall#/
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/foundation.elca.org/ministry-growth-fund?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=908366093&gbraid=0AAAAADLUv2gDX2TVFA4rplpGWPjItF8_F&gclid=EAIaIQobChMInoLJhNSnkgMVuHV_AB3pYDezEAAYASAAEgIi2PD_BwE___.YXAzOnN0am9obnNsdXRoZXJhbmJyb29
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Serving the World 

Hello St. John's members! My name is Ryan Gillette and I'm 
organizing the February Outreach donation items to benefit The 
Hope Center for my confirmation project. I hope you will consider 
donating the following needed hygiene items to help the Hope 
Center visitors. 

Hygiene items: Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, razors, 
shaving, cream, deodorant, and lotion. 

Please drop your donations off in the narthex throughout the 
month of February. Thank you for your generosity! 

February Outreach Focus 
THANK YOU to all who donated to 
this year's St. John's Giving Tree!  Due 
to the generosity of our congregation, 
we were able to donate a myriad of 
art supplies to Wisconsin 
Independent Learning Center (WILC) 
and Adaptive Community Approach 
Program (ACAP)-- they were 
especially excited to receive new 
yoga mats! We donated $380 in gift 
cards to the Women’s Center to help 
with gas, groceries and every day 
necessities.  And we gave a car seat, 
22 baby sleepers, and an 
overwhelming amount of diapers to 
Angel's Baby Closet-- 24 packs 
totaling 1361 diapers! Thank you for 
continuing to spread the Christmas 
spirit!  

Giving Tree Thank You 

Explore alternative 
health and beauty 

products 
This month, when you are 
running low on shampoo or 
toothpaste, consider an 
alternative product. Look for a 
plastic free alternative or one 
with only ingredients you can 
pronounce or consider making 
your own at home!  

Creation Corner 

We will gather before Lenten worship to share a 
simple meal each Wednesday at 5:45 p.m. Small 
groups are providing most of the meals.  

The congregation is 
supplying the meal on 
March 4. (This means 
you!) Sign up online or 
through this QR code to provide items for a 
potato bar! 

Serve Others by Contributing to March 4 
Potato Bar 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-61970801-march
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Worship and Music St. John’s Academy 
This winter, academy events will welcome guest 
presenters for a Sunday late afternoon conversation, 
5:00-6:00 p.m. (All are invited to share a fellowship 
meal at 4:30.) 
 
Sunday, February 22,  
Mayor Dennis McBride, Wauwatosa WI 
In 2020, Mayor McBride was elected to lead the 
midsize suburb of Wauwatosa bordered by 
Milwaukee, the year of crisis: the pandemic, economic 
downturn, police shootings, and protests. Wauwatosa 
became a microcosm of a troubled America.  In his 
newly released book, A City on the Edge, Mayor 
McBride tells both his personal story and that of other 
community leaders who were leading through the 
chaos that overwhelmed our nation and cities. Mayor 
McBride is an ELCA Lutheran, member of St. 
Matthew’s Church in Wauwatosa, where he sings 
tenor in the choir. He’s a friend of Pastor Karen, who 
says, “Here is a civic leader whose faith is seen in his 
actions.” 
 
Future Dates 
Sunday, March 22 TBA 
Sunday, April 19 ADRC (rescheduled from January) 

Tuesday, February 10 

5:00 p.m. 
In the Conference Room 

All are welcome to join in prayer. 

A Time to Pray There are four new books in the St. 
John's Library. One of them is Bible 
Questions & Answers for Kids, written 
by Dave Strehler.  It provides Bible 
based answers to more than 80 of 
both adult and children’s questions 
about God, faith, and the Bible.  It also 
features keys to every book of the 
Bible, to help you grow in your faith. 

Check it out in the St. John's Library. 

Check It Out 

The musicians of St. John's are busy preparing for 
Lent - our journey together through the 40 day 
season. Did you know? St. John's has a children's 
choir "Kids of the Kingdom" (that includes 
preschoolers through middle school students), a 
handbell choir, a senior choir, a brass ensemble, 
and a praise band. You can join any time by talking 
with a director, yes, there is a place for you! Lent 
would be a great time to join a choir for the season 
as we prepare for Easter, please prayerfully 
consider joining us!  

Please feel free to contact our Director of Music, 
Becky Whelpley bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

There is a place for you: 

• Handbell Choir -Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Director: Heidi Bischmann  

• Children’s Choir - Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. 
Directors: Lisa Weiss-Cornelius and Lana 
DeCoto  

• Senior Choir - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Director: Becky Whelpley  

• Praise Band - Sundays at 10:45 a.m.  
Director: Kenn Anderson  

• Brass Ensemble - plays during 8:30 worship a 
few times each year. Director: Brent Logan  

Questions about 
music at 

St. John’s? 
Contact Becky! 

bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http:/stjohnsbrookfield.org___.YXAzOnN0am9obnNsdXRoZXJhbmJyb29rZmllbGQ6YTpvOjc0NmYyZGFmY2MzN2IzZTI2OGViODc1OWE0YTAzMDYyOjc6NWU1ZTpiZmQ2MzkwNTU2NDExNzBhMmFjZTQ0OTMwMmFmZmU5YTdhNWYyNTM1MTg4MTI2ZmU4MjlkZWYzZWJkODZhNGIxOmg6VDpG
mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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February Birthdays 
1 Luke Beukema 
1 Mary Beth Gubbins 
1 AJ Harwood 
2 Karen Aamot 
2 Kenn Anderson 
3 Carter Harwood 
3 Ryan Logan 
3 Nolan Sukowatey 
5 Ariella Beyerlein 
6 Lia Holmberg 
6 Shirley Kerschke 
7 Ed Hamman 
7 Karen Pingel 

8 Debbie Allard 
8 Katie Pavlichek 
8 Dave Sidebottom 
9 Jim Holmberg 
9 Bill Schmidt 
10 Robert Poth 
10 Brian Reed 
11 Marion Holmberg 
11 Steve Johnson 
11 Jennifer Templin 
12 Gary Hintz 
14 Dennis Mueller 
14 Jake Pavlichek 

15 Peyton Lenell 
15 Ken Paulsen 
15 LoRayne Schmidt 
16 Mandi Barz 
16 Mary Tollander 
17 Mallory Adams 
18 Patrice Krimpelbein 
18 Nick Vetta 
18 Lisa Weiss-Cornelius 
19 Pamela Moore 
20 Karissa Klink 
20 Skip Webb 
21 Todd Vogelsang 

21 Grayson Yourell 
22 Sam Salinas 
23 Ron Riesen 
23 William Sadowski 
23 Steven Schellin 
25 Pam Truax 
26 Darlene Bahr 
26 Max Bohne 
26 Josh Brooks 
26 Christine Hintze 
26 Adrian Williams 
27 Annabelle Zimdars 
28 Jack Schilling 

Welcome Scouting America’s Troop 4 to St. John’s 

Our Council and Pastor Karen have approved St. John’s Lutheran Church as the new sponsoring organization 
for Scouting America's Troop 4 of the Potawatomi Area Council. Troop 4 recently lost its meeting site when 
its previous sponsor could not provide an alternative location. We are grateful to now offer a welcoming 
home and excellent facilities for the Troop’s 38 youth members—30 boys and 8 girls. 

This is an exciting opportunity for our congregation to once again connect with our surrounding communities 
by serving as an open, caring site for youth development. Scouting has evolved since the days of Troop 16, 
and Troop 4 now operates as a Family Troop, including both boy and girl patrols. Recent changes in Scouting 
also include significant enhancements to youth protection and expanded opportunities for all youth. 

St. John’s youth have been, and continue to be, active members of Troop 4. Notably, one of our female 
members has earned the rank of Eagle Scout with Troop 4. In the past, Troop 16 proudly guided many St. 
John’s youth to their Eagle rank under the leadership of Terry Hoeppner. 

We are proud to once again host Scouting at St. John’s and welcome Troop 4, which now meets here every 
Tuesday evening for those aged 11 and older.  

Welcome Troop 4 to St. John’s 
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budget prepared by the Finance 
Team.  The budget anticipates 
$748,229 in income with total 
expenses of $770,772.  The 
Finance Team feels comfortable 
with this deficit budget.  The 
proposed budget will be voted on 
by the congregation at the 
February 1 meeting. 

Pastor’s Report: Details were 
shared about the February 7 mini-
retreat with church staff and the 
members of the church council. 

Our new bookkeeper, Dorothee 
Chen, has been hired and has 
begun her work. 

Pastor congratulated Stephanie 
and Corey Broussard on the birth 
of their daughter Nellie. 

President’s Report: Plans for the 
February 1 annual meeting were 
shared. 

At the February 1 congregational 
meeting we will select the 
Nominating Committee to fill the 
council positions for president, 
secretary and two at-large seats. 

Our St. John’s Constitution, which 
has been in “revision limbo” since 
2019, has been updated by 
Pastor Sarah Stobie, the secretary 

The meeting was held on 
Monday, January 19, 2026.  
Because of the cold weather, it 
was held as a ZOOM meeting. 

Outdoor Sign: Brian Zach 
presented the design for the 
proposed electronic outside sign.  
Council approved. The sign, 
which has been reviewed by staff 
at the Town of Brookfield, will 
next need the Town’s final 
approval. 

MET Update: Shelley Saeger, a 
member of the Mission 
Exploration Team, gave the 
council an update on the 
congregational survey findings 
and plans for the small group 
meetings in January and 
February. 

Finances: The congregation 
ended 2025 in good financial 
shape.  Total giving was 
$743,718 which was 104% of 
projected income.  Expenses 
were $705,806 which was 96% 
of projected spending.  St. John’s 
received $37,912 more than it 
spent in 2025.  Thank You to all 
our generous givers! 

The council discussed and 
approved the proposed 2026 

Council Communications 
of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  
This version, which brings our 
constitution into agreement with 
the ELCA model constitution for 
congregations, will be reviewed 
and then presented to the 
congregation for approval, perhaps 
at the June annual meeting. 

Property Committee: The leaky 
roof by the gathering space stairs 
will need to be repaired when 
warmer weather arrives. 

“Pave the Way” (PTW) 
Campaign: When the work for the 
campaign concludes, we will have 
unspent funds since the costs of 
the projects were less than the 
money raised.  The Finance 
Committee recommends that 
these unspent funds be put into 
the Capital Improvement Fund to 
help with future building needs. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul Bulgerin 
Church Council President 

Next Council Meeting:   
February 16 at 6:30 p.m. 

Welcome, Dorothee 
Dorothee Chen joined the St. John’s 
staff in January as our new 
bookkeeper. We thank Rebecca 
Mitchell for her years of service and 
wish her well. Let’s get to know 
Dorothee. 

I have been married to my wonderful 
husband Jesse Chen for 30 years as 
of September 2. My parents 
immigrated from Germany and I was 
born in Milwaukee. I went to 

Greenfield High School and St. Paul 
Bible College. I live in a condo in 
Franklin, WI with my husband and our 
two cats, Kitt and Earl. I have been the 
Administrator at NovoPrint USA, Inc. 
for over 31 years. After COVID-19 hit, 
I was downsized to part time. I am 
also the Bookkeeper at Risen Savior 
Lutheran Church in Franklin, WI. I am 
looking forward to working here at 
St. John’s.  
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In   pire 

Attention 
Facebook Users 
Evangelize with 
our posts, be sure 
to: LIKE  

COMMENT 
SHARE  

Welcome Statement 
At St. John’s we align with Paul’s 
words in Romans 15:7 “Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” We welcome one 
another all who are seeking God’s 
love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race, age or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome 
all without regard to physical or 
mental health, socio-economic 
circumstances, or anything that 
too often divides us. Our unity is 
in our commitment to the ways, 
grace and love of Christ. 

Core Values of St. John’s: 
• Serving our world, locally and 

globally; 
• Inspiring worship and music that 

honor God; 
• Nurturing relationships with one 

another as Jesus walks with us; 
• Growing in God’s grace through 

education and discipleship; 
• Engaging children and youth in the 

life of the church. 

About Us 

Office Hours 
The St. John’s phone is answered 
and doors are monitored for entry 
9:00-Noon, Monday to Thursday. 

Church  
phone:  262-786-6887 
email: to email a staff member, 
please click on the link by their 
photo on the website under Staff. 

Preschool  
phone: 262-786-4298 
lrickinger@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Contact Us Praying for … 
We pray for those who are 
battling illness, are healing, or 
are needing extra prayers: 
Marion S Connor 
Carol M Doris K 
Dylan H Mark A 
Terry H Judy K 
Sonja B  

To help us to stay connected, we 
will be sharing the list with you 
monthly. Prayers may be for 
thanksgiving, hope and/or 
healing. The requests may be 
immediate, short or long term.  

Prayer requests may be 
submitted at the bottom of the 
website www.makedisciples.com. 

St. John’s Phone Number: 262-786-6887 

Extensions: 
100 Heidi Bischmann, Office Coordinator 
101 Pastor Karen Natterstad, Interim Pastor 
102 Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator 
103 Bill Stace, Building Supervisor 
104 Joanna Salinas, Children’s Ministry 
105 Stephanie Broussard, Youth Ministry 
106 Dorothee Chen, Bookkeeper 
107 Becky Whelpley, Music Director 
200 Laura Rickinger, Preschool 

St. John’s Council  
President 
Paul Bulgerin 262-352-9050 
Vice-president 
Brittany Larson 262-527-2404 
Secretary 
Josh Werner 262-271-0639 
Treasurer 
Pauline Shoemaker 262-784-1638 
At Large  
Gregg Everts 414-640-9988 
Mark Latus 262-784-1183 
Liz Roth 847-533-4806 
Patrice Krimpelbein 262-389-0014 
Jack Shaffer 262-212-4240 

makedisciples.com 

To learn more 
about ministries at  
St. John s, click or  
scan this QR code. 
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