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Pastor Ponderings—A New Commitment 
He is risen.  He is risen indeed!  This month we 
come again to our Easter celebration.  We express 
our gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and 
our joy for Christ’s victory over death and the 
glorious new beginnings it gives.   

We also celebrate what his resurrection gives. For 
by his cross, he has redeemed the world. In our 
worship this month we’re going to hear 
stories of how this event gave Jesus’ 
followers a new perspective.  One story 
tells how they were hiding behind 
closed doors in fear of the authorities.  
The resurrected Jesus shows up to give 
them hope, faith and courage to open 
their door and make a new commitment 
as followers.  What door are you 
waiting to open, needing this kind of nudge?  

At St. John’s, a new door is opening this month in 
the Call Process. The Mission Exploration Team has 
completed the MSP or Ministry Site Profile and is 
ready to hand it off to a new team of volunteers, the 
Call Committee. (Think of it this way: MET wrote 
the job description for St. John’s next pastor and the 
Call Committee conducts the interviews). 

Another story we’ll hear in worship is how Jesus 
helps some followers on the road to Emmaus re-
interpret the events of his life and death. He helps 

them see God’s greater purpose for the sake of the 
world. It gave them a new commitment to continue 
as Jesus’ disciples. What re-interpretation are you 
needing to understand the events in your life so 
that you can keep going? 

At St. John’s, the Call Committee and the 
candidates they interview need your commitment to 

pray for them. And, they need your 
commitment to be patient in waiting 
as they maintain the privacy for these 
pastors and the congregations they 
may currently be serving. 

Another important commitment is 
continuing to imagine the next 
season of the life of this 
congregation.  The MET process 

discerned from you a readiness for change.  What 
that might be is yet unclear.  What changes might 
occur during this interim period that are worthy of 
our consideration? 

I’m praying for you - for the doors you’re waiting to 
open in your life; for the doors this congregation is 
wanting to open for the next season of your 
ministry. 

On the journey with you, 
Pastor Karen 

By Pastor Karen Natterstad, Interim Pastor 

"He has given us new birth 
into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead".  

1 Peter 1:3 

Join us Easter Sunday for a Donut 
Fellowship Hour to benefit the 2027 
Middle School Youth Quake trip. 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
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Sign Up to Serve 
THANK YOU to all Sunday morning volunteers 
who make worship happen. Literally, worship 
would not be the same without you.  

Many of the volunteer positions are scheduled 
through Ministry Scheduler Pro (MSP). The next 
schedule (May 24 through September 6) will be 
created in early May. Before then, everyone should 
either: 

1. Login to your account to be sure 9:00 is listed 
(not just 8:30 or 10:45) AND enter any dates you 
know you are unavailable to serve. 

- OR -  

2. Click the MSP button on our website to enroll in 
the scheduling system. Try something new! There 
is no obligation to continue in a ministry you no 
longer feel called to do. 

Contact Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator, 
with questions. 

The council and staff are excited to announce 
summer worship plans. As we are preparing to call 
our next pastor, we will worship as one this 
summer!  

Becky and Kenn are busy making plans to blend 
the two worship styles during the summer. Every 
week will be different and filled with worshipful 
praise to our gracious God. 

The summer schedule will begin Memorial Day 
weekend (May 24) and continue through Labor 
Day weekend (September 6.) 

See you in worship! 

Questions about 
music at 

St. John’s? 
Contact Becky! 

bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

One Worship April 12 
The MET (Mission Exploration Team) has finished 
their work, Council has reviewed their findings, and 
we are ready to move to the next step in the 
process of calling a new pastor. On April 12, 
Bishop Paul Erickson and Rev. Kristin Nielsen will 
join us for a combined worship at 9:00 a.m. 
Following worship, we will gather to hear the 
results of the MET, meet the Call Committee, and 
learn what to expect next. 

by worshiping together 

mailto:pklink@stjohnsbrookfield.org
mailto:bwhelpley@stjohnsbrookfield.org
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Children, Youth & Families 

Family Night a Hopping 
Good Time 

We celebrate with the Ebbole and Dzierzewski 
families who celebrated their First Communion on 
March 8! 

Thank you, Wildlife in Need 
Center, Miss Sarah and the Animal 
Ambassadors; Fergus, Scarlet, 
Twiggy and Jewel, for an amazing 
Preschool Family Night! Did you 
know turtles love to eat worms? 
We learn so much about the 
animals and the good work 
Wildlife in Need does for our 
Wisconsin animals. 

Preschool Now Enrolling for All Classes 

Milestones 
We also rejoice in the baptisms of Jack Fell on 
March 15 and Evelyn, David, and Lucas Douglas 
on March 22. 
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Children, Youth & Families 

jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org   

Sunday School 
Join us Sundays at 9:45am for Sunday School! 

Sunday School programming is for ages 3-5th grade. 
Students in 6th – 8th grade are invited to join the 
Youth Leadership Team which meets on Sundays in 
the Paul Room. Questions? Contact Joanna at 
jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org  

April Sunday School Schedule: 
• April 5 No class. Happy Easter! 
• April 12 Meet in the Youth Room at 10:00 
• April 19 Regular Sunday School 
• April 26 Regular Sunday School 

Sunday Evening Education  
We are excited to offer programming for  
5th—12th graders on Sunday evenings from 
4:30-6:00 pm. Our 5th & 6th graders just 
finished up a unit on “Eating Our Way Through 
Moses”! 

Sunday Night Calendar 

• April 5 No Confirmation Class 
• April 19 Sunday Night Programs 4:30-6:00 

Mini Golf 
6th-8th Graders …. Join us at Big Putts 
Mini Golf in Waukesha for a hilarious 18 
holes of Mini Golf! 

April 10   |  6:30 p.m.  |  $5 per student 

Sign up here:  
Confirmation: Middle School Event Sign Ups  

 

8th Grade Parent Meeting 
Parents of current 8th graders—your student’s 
final year of confirmation is right around the 
corner! 

Join Stephanie Broussard on Sunday, May 3 at 
5:45pm to learn what to expect for 9th grade and 
the year ahead. Please arrive 15 minutes early to 
pick up your student before the meeting begins. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-middle5#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-middle5#/
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Children, Youth & Families 
HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  

DATE ACTIVITY TIME 

Apr 12 9th Grade Confirmation 4:30 pm—
6:00 pm 

Apr 17 9th Grade Confirmation 
visit: Jewish Temple 

6:30pm—
9:30pm 

Apr 19 Youth group 4:30 pm—
6:00 pm 

Mar 1 Confirmation Eve 6:30pm—
8:00pm 

May 3 Pancake Breakfast 9:00am—
11:00am 

 Confirmation 10:45am 

Celebrating Our 9th Grade 
Confirmands! 

On April 17 from 6:30–9:30pm, our 9th grade 
students will visit a local synagogue as part of 
their confirmation journey. This meaningful 
experience gives students the opportunity to learn 
firsthand about Jewish faith, traditions, and 
worship.  

College Care Packages Needs 

Contact Stephanie with questions 
about high school and young adult 

ministry at St. John’s 
262-453-9201 or 

sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Help us spread a little love to our college students 
this spring! We’re putting together care packages 
to remind them they are supported, missed, and 
prayed for by their church family.  

We’re collecting fun, thoughtful, and practical 
items to include in these boxes. We’d also love to 
include notes or letters of encouragement! You 
can write to a specific student (Stephanie can 
provide a list of names) or create a general 
message that we’ll include in a box.  

Sign up here to donate:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-63277113-young  

Please have all items to 
Stephanie by Sunday, April 19. 
Thank you for helping us 
brighten our young people’s 
day and keep them connected 
to our St. John’s community! 

Graduate Information 
St. John’s will honor and pray for our 
graduates on May 31! If you have a 
high school or college graduate in 
your household, please take a 

moment to submit their information using this link: 

https://makedisciples.com/graduate-recognition/  

We can’t wait to celebrate this exciting milestone 
with you! 

Synagogue Visit 

Join us for a special weekend as we celebrate our 
9th grade students and their faith journey!  

Friday, May 1 | 6:30–9:00 PM 
Our 9th grade students will present 
their independent service project 
reports from this past year. Come 
support them and enjoy some delicious 
treats!  

Sunday, May 3 | 9:00-11:00 AM 
Pancake Breakfast — Help us 
celebrate our confirmands with 
a fun and festive morning meal.  

Sunday, May 3 | 10:45 AM  
Confirmation Service — Join us as our 
students affirm their baptism and take 
this meaningful next step in their faith.  

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-63277113-young___.YXAzOnN0am9obnNsdXRoZXJhbmJyb29rZmllbGQ6YTpvOjc5MGM3M2I2M2YzZTg0ZTEwNzRlMmJhNzJmZDk2ZmVlOjc6ZDUxMzozYjRlZTcyNmU5M2E3ZWU0ODc2MjVjMjQxNjU3YjAyNjcwNDJjMTgxNTI4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADAA2DA0F85-63277113-young___.YXAzOnN0am9obnNsdXRoZXJhbmJyb29rZmllbGQ6YTpvOjc5MGM3M2I2M2YzZTg0ZTEwNzRlMmJhNzJmZDk2ZmVlOjc6ZDUxMzozYjRlZTcyNmU5M2E3ZWU0ODc2MjVjMjQxNjU3YjAyNjcwNDJjMTgxNTI4
https://makedisciples.com/graduate-recognition/
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Who:  Kids ages 4-6th grade (going into). Ages 7th 
grade and up are encouraged to join us as 
leaders! 

What: Join us for an exciting week of Animal 
Encounters as we dive into stories in the 
Bible and meet their animal stars! Each 
day will include a live animal encounter, 
crafts, snacks, and outdoor fun! 

Where:  St. John's Lutheran Church,  
20275 Davidson Rd, Brookfield, WI 

When:  August 3-6, 2026, from 9:00am-12:00pm. 

           Join us for closing Family Fun Night at 
6:30pm on August 6. 

How:  Register online.here  
https://forms.gle/te15ApooSkztTuzU7  

If you are registering more than one child, 
please complete a registration form for 
each child.  Registration deadline is July 20 
or when classes are full.  

Costs:  
$35 per child before June 1 ($100 family maximum), 
$40 per child after June 1 ($120 family maximum) 
for VBS Monday - Thursday, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM,  
including snacks and projects.  

 

 Scan or click this 
QR code for all 
things VBS. 

Vacation Bible School 
Registration Open The Aging and Disability Resource Center of 

Waukesha County (ADRC) is a single access point 
for publicly funded long-term care in Waukesha 
County. The ADRC provides information, 
assistance, benefits counseling and supportive 
services for adults aged 60+; caregivers; adults 
with physical or developmental disabilities; and 
adults with mental health or substance use 
concerns. 

Invite family, friends, and neighbors to hear this 
important presentation.  

On display at the St. John's Library, we have a very 
nice collection of Easter books for all ages. One 
special book, focusing on the true meaning of 
Easter, is THE VERY FIRST EASTER, written by 
Paul L. Maier. It is an historically accurate 
description of Jesus' 
ministry, trial, death and 
resurrection through 
Scripture, and featuring 
beautiful artwork by 
Francisco Ordaz.  

It truly is a very 
meaningful and lovely 
book. Check it out to see 
for yourself.  

Check It Out 

https://forms.gle/G7G7WjGKpkgj4D1E8
https://forms.gle/te15ApooSkztTuzU7
https://makedisciples.com/ministries/child-youth/vacation-bible-school/
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April Birthdays 

Our partners in faith, Los Héroes en la Fe, 
celebrated their 30th anniversary in March. The 
recent delegation presented gifts from St. John’s.  

1 Joanna Feller 

1 Melanie Moore 

2 Cindi Wright-Kau 

3 Alyssa Mallmann 

3 Steph Moran 

3 Anna Potratz 

3 Phyllis Whitehead 

4 Brian Harms 

4 Kathy Sattler 

4 George Vogt 

5 Grant Gundlach 

5 Linda Nelson 

5 Carol Schulz 

5 Jeff Weyer 

6 Ralph Berglund 

6 Rick Elfers 

6 Meara Holmberg 

6 Sarah Klemm 

6 Elizabeth Roth 

6 Liam Steinmetz 

7 Evan Roth 

7 Rich Smith 

7 Ann Vetta 

8 Evan Zach 

9 Phyllis Ten Pas 

10 Tessa Olderman 

11 Jim Allard 

11 Taylor Aune 

11 Ryan Cornelius 

11 Nate Schettler 

12 Jack Fell 

12 Daniel Hoem 

13 Kristina Harms 

16 Nancy Hartman 

16 Ainsley Morrell 

16 Declan Morrell 

17 Jacob Vetta 

19 Zachary Hutchinson 

19 Gage Lurvey 

20 Brittany Larson 

21 Mary Balzer 

21 Stephanie Broussard 

22 Pam Klink 

23 Dick Granholm 

24 Phil Lange 

25 Jacob Balzer 

25 Sue Keith 

25 Joe Schaefer 

26 Benjamin Vanden Heuvel 

27 Colleen Anderson 

27 Gail Jacobsen 

27 Haley Larson 

28 Dawn Williams 

29 Lucas Douglas 

29 John Stahl 

29 Jonah Wagner 

Serving the World 

Newborn Kits are our outreach focus from April. 
We have a partnership with Global Health 
Ministries, who ships the completed kits to various 
developing countries in Africa, Asia, and Central 
America.  

The kits are used as incentive to get expectant 
moms to come into the clinics and hospitals. In the 
countries Global Health Ministries partners with, 
both birth and maternity mortality rates have 
decreased tremendously! 

So how do we contribute to this mission? 
Throughout the year, St. John’s members and some 
friends in the community donate items for the 
Newborn Kits. Every kits includes a onesie, 
receiving blanket, baby hat, bar of Ivory soap, 
towel, washcloth, diapers, and diaper pins. 

Our goal remains at 600 kits for 2026. As of today, 
we needs lots of blankets, onesies, Ivory soap, and 
hats, as well as about $3000 in monetary 
donations.  

Donated items may be 
placed in the shopping 
cart during the month of 
April. After that, items 
may be placed in the 
blue donation bin in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

April Focus is Newborn Kits Celebrating with Los Héroes 

A signed painted 
on the church. 

This plaque hangs 
beside the painted 
sign. We are better 
together! 

This poster shows the 
groundbreaking from 

30 years ago. 

Los Héroes hosts 
many meals. This 
gift of silverware 
to replace plastic 
will be used for 
years; a reminder 
of our 
partnership. 
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Serving the World 
Quilting ... 

Unused and Expired Meds 
Do you have medications at home that are 
expired or unused? Don’t throw them away 
or dump them down the drain! Instead, 
drop them off at a local med drop box. 
Drug Disposal Boxes are located at almost 
every police and sheriff department 
location as well as select pharmacies. Learn 
more at https://elevateyou.org/drug-drop-
box-locations. 

Creation Corner 

St. John’s quilting group has been busy and have 
completed 50 quilts so far!  Thank you to 
everyone: helpers on the first Tuesday evening of 
each month assembling quilts, sewing and tying 
quilts, those who sew at home, those who come to 
the sew as a group days, and a special shout out 
to the mostly anonymous ‘quilt to go’ sewists who 
have faithfully continued to supply our group with 
much needed quilt tops.   

Our next group sewing day is Tuesday, April 7 
from 12:00-3:00.  All materials are supplied and 
prepped, you will be sewing ¼” seams and they 
magically turn into an impressive looking block.  
We will combine all of them together to complete 
a top.  Let us know if you’ll want to use a St. John’s 
sewing machine or will bring your own.  Here are a 
few shots of the past group sewing projects.  
Interested?  Ask Klaudia or Jennifer. 

Funeral Support 
In April we will gather to fondly remember three 
faith-filled women of St. John’s.  

April 11  1:00p Bev Wargowski visitation 
 2:00p Bev Wargowski memorial 
 4:30p Marion Schreiber visitation 
 5:30p Marion Schreiber funeral 
April 21 10:00a Jan Nelson visitation 
 12:00p Jan Nelson memorial 

The funeral committee is accepting donations of 
desserts and offers to help on April 11. If you are 
able to contribute a dessert or your time please 
contact Cindy Schaefer at cs.otm39@gmail.com or 
262-271-6623.  

Ways to help serve: 
- 2 dozen cookies or pan of bars (x4) 
- 9:30-11:00 am: set up (x2) 
- 4:15-5:30 pm: meal set up (x2) 
- 7:30-9:30 pm: clean up (x4) 

https://elevateyou.org/drug-drop-box-locations.
https://elevateyou.org/drug-drop-box-locations.
https://elevateyou.org/drug-drop-box-locations.
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day to conduct the meeting, 
receive the Mission Site Profile 
and inform the congregation on 
the work of the call committee. 

We are currently seeking 
nominations for those who will 
serve on the Call Committee. 

The council affirmed the Finance 
Committee’s recommendation to 
seek a pastor with eleven to 
twenty years of experience and 
pay the candidate according to 
synod guidelines. 

There will be one Sunday morning 
worship service at 9:00 a.m. 
during the summer months.  It will 
be held inside and have a blend of 
worship music styles. 

President’s Report: Updates 
were given on the work of the 
Nominating Committee and the 
group that is updating our 
congregational constitution. 

A session will be held on March 
21 to discuss letters on social 
issues written by the bishops of 
the national ELCA and our synod, 
as well as how these pastoral 
letters tie into ELCA social 
statements. 

Property Committee: Work is 
being done to clean out the 
basement boiler room to provide 

The meeting was held on 
Monday, March 16, 2026.  
Because of the blizzard a ZOOM 
meeting was held. 

Minutes: The minutes from the 
February meeting were 
approved. 

Finances: Offerings for February 
were 22% less than the 
budgeted amount.  This is 
because in 2025 we received one 
large full year offering in 
February which we did not 
receive this year.  Weekly 
offerings were as expected.  The 
2026 budget is designed to 
account for this. 

The Finance Committee 
recommended not moving any 
funds into the capital 
improvement fund this month. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Karen 
gave an update on the work of 
the Mission Exploration Team.  
The team is finishing up the 
Mission Site Profile and will 
present it to the council at a 
special meeting on March 30.  
There will be a congregational 
“Town Hall” meeting after the 
9:00 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, April 12.  Bishop Paul 
Erickson and Pastor Kristen 
Nielsen will be at St. John’s that 

Council Communications 
space for storage for the Scout 
troop. 

The troop will take over the care of 
the garden on church property. 

Work continues to replace the LED 
lights in the sanctuary. 

“Pave the Way” (PTW) 
Campaign: The Town of 
Brookfield is holding a meeting on 
April 18 as part of the continuing 
discussions on signage in the 
village and at church. 

A deposit has been paid for the 
new chairs in the gathering space. 

Old Business: The proposal for 
updating the church building 
usage policy, which was tabled at 
the February meeting, was 
discussed and approved. 

Council gave permission for the 
Scouts to hold annual winter and 
spring fund raising events at 
church. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Paul Bulgerin 
Church Council President 

Next Council Meeting:   
April 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

Townhall Meeting on April 12 
The MET (Mission Exploration Team) has finished their work, 
Council has reviewed their findings (Ministry Site Profile), and we 
are ready to move to the next step in the process of calling a new 
pastor.  

On April 12, Bishop Paul Erickson and Rev. Kristin Nielsen will join 
us for a combined worship at 9:00 a.m. Following worship, about 
10:15 a.m. we will gather to hear the results of the MET, meet the 
Call Committee, and learn what to expect next. 

Copies of the MSP will be available to review before the meeting.  
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In   pire 

Attention 
Facebook Users 
Evangelize with 
our posts, be sure 
to: LIKE  

COMMENT 
SHARE  

Welcome Statement 
At St. John’s we align with Paul’s 
words in Romans 15:7 “Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” We welcome one 
another all who are seeking God’s 
love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race, age or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome 
all without regard to physical or 
mental health, socio-economic 
circumstances, or anything that 
too often divides us. Our unity is 
in our commitment to the ways, 
grace and love of Christ. 

Core Values of St. John’s: 
• Serving our world, locally and 

globally; 
• Inspiring worship and music that 

honor God; 
• Nurturing relationships with one 

another as Jesus walks with us; 
• Growing in God’s grace through 

education and discipleship; 
• Engaging children and youth in the 

life of the church. 

About Us 

Office Hours 
The St. John’s phone is answered 
and doors are monitored for entry 
9:00-Noon, Monday to Thursday. 

Church  
phone:  262-786-6887 
email: to email a staff member, 
please click on the link by their 
photo on the website under Staff. 

Preschool  
phone: 262-786-4298 
lrickinger@stjohnsbrookfield.org 

Contact Us Praying for … 
We pray for those who are 
battling illness, are healing, or 
are needing extra prayers: 
Connor Sonja B 
Carol M Doris K 
Dylan H Mark A 
Judy K  

To help us to stay connected, we 
will be sharing the list with you 
monthly. Prayers may be for 
thanksgiving, hope and/or 
healing. The requests may be 
immediate, short or long term.  

Prayer requests may be 
submitted at the bottom of the 
website www.makedisciples.com. 

St. John’s Phone Number: 262-786-6887 

Extensions: 
100 Heidi Bischmann, Office Coordinator 
101 Pastor Karen Natterstad, Interim Pastor 
102 Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator 
103 Bill Stace, Building Supervisor 
104 Joanna Salinas, Children’s Ministry 
105 Stephanie Broussard, Youth Ministry 
106 Dorothee Chen, Bookkeeper 
107 Becky Whelpley, Music Director 
200 Laura Rickinger, Preschool 

St. John’s Council  
President 
Paul Bulgerin 262-352-9050 
Vice-president 
Brittany Larson 262-527-2404 
Secretary 
Josh Werner 262-271-0639 
Treasurer 
Pauline Shoemaker 262-784-1638 
At Large  
Gregg Everts 414-640-9988 
Mark Latus 262-784-1183 
Liz Roth 847-533-4806 
Patrice Krimpelbein 262-389-0014 
Jack Shaffer 262-212-4240 

April 2026 

makedisciples.com 

To learn more  
about ministries at St. Johns,  

click or scan this QR code. 

Following Jesus, Making Disciples, 
Serving the World. 

http://www.makedisciples.com
https://makedisciples.com/

