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St. John’s Lutheran
20275 Davidson Road
Brookfield, WI  53045

262-786-6887

September 2026
Stay Informed. Be Inspired.

Heavenly Father, 
As a new school year begins, we place every student,
teacher, and parent in Your loving hands.
  Grant students curiosity to learn, courage to try, and  
  kindness to share.
          Bless teachers with wisdom, patience, and
          joy in their calling.

   Surround our schools with safety, peace,
   and respect.
    May each day be filled with growth, 
    friendship, and purpose.
      Guide every step, every word, and
      every decision,
        so that this year becomes a season        
        of learning, love, and light.
           In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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http://www.makedisciples.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MakeDisciplesSJL/


Job Opportunity Pondering a Pastor

Bridge Pastor

St. John’s Lutheran Church2

Would you like to make a difference in people’s lives
through music? The music at St. John’s Lutheran
Church is rich, varied, and meant to draw people into
the presence of God through powerful worship. You
will be the overall leader of our various music
programs, directing your staff and volunteers. You
will also be the Primary Organist and Choir Director
and work collaboratively with our Pastor and the
Worship Team. Our music programs include:

Primary Worship Musicians
Senior Choir
Handbell Choir
Contemporary/Praise Band
Kids of the Kingdom (children’s performers) 
and instrumental ensembles.

We are looking for that special person who is a
skilled musician and choir director, and who also has
the interpersonal and collaborative skills to recruit
and coordinate volunteer supporters, plan and lead
rehearsals, and plan the yearly schedule of
performances. The ideal candidate will have: five
years of related experience in a Lutheran Church and
a bachelor’s degree in music, or equivalent life/work
experience; performance level musician skills on
organ/piano; and broad knowledge of traditional
liturgical and contemporary Christian music styles.

This is a salaried part-time position usually requiring
25 hours per week.

A complete position description is available at the St.
John’s website www.makedisciples.com under
Resources, Job Opportunities. Applicants should
submit their resumes by September 15, 2026, to
info@stjohnsbrookfield.org.

Continued prayers for discernment for the Call
Committee are appreciated.  They are in the midst of
second interviews of the first round of candidates.

Introducing Frank Janzow. Pastor Frank will serve as  
part-time bridge pastor at St. John’s beginning
September 1. His first day to lead worship will be
September 20 when he will begin a sermon series
based on the theme of “Faith Odyssey”.

Pastor Frank was an
interim pastor at St.
John’s from 2017-2019.
You may recognize him as
he and his wife Jan (and
sometimes his guitar) are
often in worship with us. 

We are excited to do
ministry with Pastor
Frank as he leads us on
our Faith Odyssey to call
a new pastor.

Worship Survey
The last Sunday in the summer worship schedule is
September 6.  As promised, the council is preparing a
survey to get feedback on the Summer 2026
schedule. Your opinion is valuable. Watch for the
survey to make your voice heard!

mailto:info@stjohnsbrookfield.org


Music Notes

St. John’s Lutheran Church3

Summer Handbell Camp Join the St. John’s Handbell Choir

Thank You, Becky

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

handbells
choir
KOTK

Interim Choir Director

Kids of the Kingdom

Rehearsals Begin

The week culminated in a well-attended public
concert featuring three massed handbell choirs. It
was a rewarding and enjoyable week filled with new
music, new techniques, and the opportunity to grow
as handbell musicians in a supportive group setting.

A heartfelt thank-you to the staff and members of St.
John’s for their help, hospitality, and support in
making this unique and special event possible!

Director Heidi Bischmann and members of the St.
John’s Handbell Choir hosted the third annual
Summer Handbell Camp at St. John’s the week of
July 27. Our guest clinician was Sandra Eithun, a
nationally recognized handbell composer, arranger,
and director. Thirty-one handbell musicians from
Wisconsin and Michigan participated in the four-day
workshop, which focused on handbell technique,
musicianship, and ensemble performance.

The workshop emphasized hands-on learning and
the joy of making music together. Twelve pieces—
ranging in difficulty from Level 2+ to Level 4+ and
representing both sacred and secular music—were
handed out Monday morning, sight unseen. Each day
included more than seven hours of mass rehearsals,
small-group sectionals, and individual practice, along
with snack breaks, meals, and some much-needed
downtime.

The St. John’s Handbell Choir has openings
beginning this fall, and we would love to welcome
you! Whether you are interested in ringing year-
round or seasonally, there is a place for YOU.

Come be part of something special and experience
the fun, fellowship, and music of handbells!

Contact Heidi Bischmann at hbischmann@gmail.com
or (414) 305-7812 for more information.

Tuesday, September 1
Wednesday, September 2
Wednesday, October 7

As we search for a new Music Director at St. John’s,
we are thankful that Mark Aamot agreed to reprise
his role as choir director. The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The choir helps to
lead worship 2-3 times each month. New members
to the choir are welcome at any time.

Kids of the Kingdom begins for PreK - 6th graders on
October 7. Rehearsals take place on Wednesdays.
Preschool age children begin rehearsals with the
large group and then continue with a separate, age
appropriate rehearsal led by Mrs. DeCoto. 

We meet to rehearse songs from 5:15-6:00 p.m. with
a dinner to follow. We sing once a month in worship.
There is no charge to be involved, we just ask
families to share a few meals throughout the year.
Watch for more information.

Becky Whelpley has been a blessing to St. John’s
while serving as Music Director. We had the
opportunity to say thank you and farewell as she
leaves for a new ministry.
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Children, Youth, & Families
Preschool

Thinking of the Twos 
Many little ones, age two is their first experience
spending time in a classroom and being away from
the familiar comforts of home or a grandparent’s
house. It can be a big transition; entering a new
environment, meeting new people, and learning a
new routine can feel exciting and intimidating all at
once.

At St. John’s Preschool, we strive to create a
classroom environment that feels warm, welcoming,
and comforting for our youngest students while also
encouraging their natural curiosity and growing
independence. These early experiences help children
begin to build confidence, develop a love of learning,
and feel comfortable in a school setting.

We believe those first months deserve plenty of
patience, encouragement, and care. When children
feel safe and supported, they have the opportunity to
explore, learn, and grow at their own pace.

St. John’s Preschool still has space available in our 2-
year-old classroom for the 2026–27 school year! If
you’re looking for a warm and nurturing place for
your little one to begin their preschool journey, we’d
love to hear from you. Inquire today!
tbailiff@stjohnsbrookfield.org.

First Days of School 
It’s September! And our students and staff are so
excited to be starting the new school year. Our
teachers put lots of thought and care into their
classroom set ups and the lessons that they’ll be
diving into this year. 

“Lord, thank you for each of these students that will
be a part of St. John’s Preschool this year. We pray
that each and every one of them feel supported,
encouraged, and loved as they enter these
classrooms and discover all they are capable of.
Amen!”



Children, Youth, & Families
VBS Wrap Up Fall Registration 

is Open!
Sunday School

Contact Joanna
with Toddler to 8
Grade Questions

th

jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org

St. John’s Lutheran Church5

VolunteerSunday Evening
Education

Middle School News

Please register your kids for Fall
programming. The registration
form is for Sunday School,
Confirmation, High School Youth
Group and Kids of the Kingdom.
One form per family.

Link:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Xr
GMdtZ2Q8

We had an amazing week at
VBS!!! August 3-6, 2026, St.
John’s hosted 65 kids, 15 helpers,
and dozens of animals during
Animal Encounters VBS! A great
time was had by all!!! Thanks St.
John’s! See you next year!

Join us September 13. 2026 for
Rally Day and the first day of
Sunday School! Meet as families
in the Sanctuary at 9:45.

Regular Sunday School will
begin the following week. At St.
John’s, Sunday School is for ages
2 – 5  grade. 6  graders and up
should meet in the Paul Room
for Youth Leadership Team on
Sunday mornings. 

th th

JHave a love to share with the
children of St. John’s? Consider
sharing your time and gifts with
our students on Sunday
Mornings as part of our Large
Group Sunday School team or as
a Preschool Small Group Leader.
Please reach out to Joanna at
jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org to
discuss possibilities!

We are excited to offer biweekly
programming for our 5  – 12
graders on Sunday evenings from
4:30-6:00 p.m. starting on
October 11. Joanna will reach out
with a schedule. Be sure to
register! 

th th

           
Contact Joanna with any
questions!

Youth Leadership Team (YLT)
kicks off on September 13!  6 -
8  Graders meet each week in
the Paul Room downstairs from
9:45-10:30. This time involves a
devotion and a project! Students
will share their faith through
volunteering as student leaders
for Sunday School and within the
larger congregation. They LOVE
this time. It is relaxed and they
complete lots of different service
projects. Students can drop in as
they are able. The first day of YLT
is September 13. 

th
th

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/XrGMdtZ2Q8
mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/XrGMdtZ2Q8
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/XrGMdtZ2Q8
mailto:jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org


Children, Youth, & Families
9th Grade Retreat

St. John’s Lutheran Church6

Youth Ministry Calendar
DATE EVENT TIME

9/11-13 9  Grade Confirmation Retreat at
Lutherdale

th
all weekend

9/20 M&M Handout both services

9/20 Youth Gathering Info Meeting between
services

10/4 9  Grade Confirmation th 4:30p-6:00p

10/11 Youth Group begins 5:00p-6:00p

ELCA Youth Gathering Chaperones Needed

ELCA Youth Gathering

Contact Stephanie with
questions about high

school and young adult
ministry at St. John’s

262-453-9201 or
sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org

High School Leadership
Opportunity

Lutherdale  |  September 11-13

Our 9th grade confirmation
students are headed to
Lutherdale September 11–13 for
our annual Confirmation Retreat!

This weekend serves as the
kickoff to their final year of
confirmation and is a wonderful
opportunity for our students to
reconnect, build friendships,
grow in their faith, and spend
time together before the year
gets underway.

Please keep our 9th grade
students and adult chaperones in
your prayers as they travel to
Lutherdale and begin this
important final year of their
confirmation journey!

We're looking for adult chaperones to join our group for the 2027 ELCA
Youth Gathering next summer! If you enjoy working with high school
youth and would like to be part of this incredible faith-filled experience,
we'd love to have you join us. Please reach out to Stephanie for more
information.

Minneapolis, here we come! The ELCA Youth Gathering is June 28–July 2,
2027, and it’s shaping up to be an incredible week of faith, friendship,
service, worship, and unforgettable experiences alongside thousands of
Lutheran youth from across the country.

The Greater Milwaukee Synod is
seeking high school students
entering grades 9–11 this fall to
serve on the Lutheran Youth
Organization (LYO) Board.

Board members help plan synod
youth gatherings, represent the
voices of youth across the synod,
and develop leadership skills
through faith formation and
training. The first required
training retreat will be held at
Lutherdale Bible Camp on
October 9–10, 2026.

If you're interested in learning
more about this exciting
leadership opportunity, please
contact Stephanie.

Interested in learning more? Join us for an ELCA
Youth Gathering Informational Meeting on Sunday,
September 20, between services! We’ll share more
about the Gathering, what to expect, costs,
registration, and answer any questions students and
families may have.

If you’re currently in high school and interested in
joining us in Minneapolis, we hope to see you there!

Seeking Silent Auction Donations 

Interested in donating?
Please contact Stephanie for
more information or to arrange
your donation.

We are looking for individuals, families, groups, and local businesses
who would be willing to donate an item, themed basket, gift card,
experience, or service to our upcoming Silent Auction!

All proceeds from the auction will support our High School Youth as they
prepare to travel to Minneapolis next summer for the ELCA Youth
Gathering!

Donation ideas could include:
Themed gift baskets
Gift cards or certificates
Handmade items
Tickets or experiences
Professional services
New merchandise

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org


Serving the World
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Women’s Outing

All ladies and friends from St. John’s are invited to
the annual “gathering in the park” on Sunday,
September 20 at Raised Grain Brewing Company.
Beer, wine, seltzers, non-alcoholic beverages and
food are available to purchase. 

We will meet from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at 
      Raised Grain Brewing Company, 
      1725 Dolphin Drive, Waukesha 
      (only three miles from church). 
We will be outdoors on the terrace if weather allows.
Feel free to bring a friend!

RSVPs appreciated but not required. Contact Sonja
Beyerlin at sonja@beyerlein.com or (262-510-7547
with questions.

Outreach for Hope serves people in low-income
communities in the Greater Milwaukee Synod, ELCA.
These ministries not only provide help with daily
necessities, but more importantly, they are centers in
the heart of their communities for providing
transformation and hope. 

Our 2026 Ride Run Walk Fundraiser takes place on
the morning of Saturday, September 26!

The Ride, Run, Walk is the main fundraiser for
Outreach for Hope. There is NO CHARGE to
participate, though participants are encouraged to
donate/fundraise. Options to bike, to run, to walk, or
to volunteer are available. 

Phil Peters has volunteered to lead the team in 2026! 
Contact Phil (peterspj@gmail.com) with questions
about the event. 

Join the Outreach for Hope Team

Connecting

For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 

St. John’s has a very long history of strongly
supporting the ELCA World hunger ministry. As in
years past we ask all to prayerfully consider either a
significant one time donation, OR consider monthly
giving what you would spend on a fast food meal to
help fight world hunger through our “Burger A
Month” club. Learn more at
https://www.elca.org/hunger.

How to give?
1.Give online through the St. John’s website.
2.Give cash or check (with ELCA World Hunger in

memo line) using the ELCA World Hunger
envelopes by the offering box.

3.Directly to ELCA World Hunger.

September Outreach - ELCA World Hunger
Generosity is at the heart of who we are as a church.
Even longer than we have been calling ourselves
Lutherans, we have been answering Jesus' call to
share what we have with neighbors. Back in 1523,
Luther proposed a community-funded "common
chest" to care for the poor in his town. Together we
have carried that legacy forward into the present day
as we continue to find innovative ways to share
God's abundance with all our siblings in Christ. One
very important and practical way is through the
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

Our September ministry drive is simply to give to this
keystone Lutheran ministry.

Your ELCA Hunger appeal dollars will go to support
numerous impacting ministries at home and abroad.
Your gifts fund clinics, microloans, clean water,
livestock, meals and advocacy —sustainable
solutions that address root causes of hunger. 

Matthew 25:35

mailto:peterspj@gmail.com?subject=&body=
https://www.elca.org/hunger


Serving the World
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Quilting Winter Farmers Market - Save the Date

Celebrating Care for Creation

Afternoon Quilting on
September 8

Please join us for a last push for
quilts before they are sent off in
October! So far we are around 83
lovely, cozy quilts to be gifted to
others throughout the world.  

We will work together to sew
large squares into this impressive
looking top! The only sewing
experience required is being able
to sew a 1/4" seam. We could
use an ironer too in case you
don't sew. 

Join the fun! Tuesday, September
8 from 12:30-3:30.

Please let us know if you'll want
to use one of St. John's sewing
machines, or bring your own if
that's more comfortable for you.
 
Questions? Ask Jennifer or
Klaudia.  

Title:    

When:  
Where: 

Are you passionate about the environment? Looking for ways you and
your faith community can better care for our planet? Join neighbors from
all backgrounds for a regional, interfaith gathering to nurture and
resource your calling to creation care. In the spirit of St. Francis, we will
begin outdoors with a “Living Water” prayer service in the Sanctuary
Garden, followed by refreshments, resource tables, and discussions
indoors. This event is free and open to everyone—whether you are
already deeply involved in environmental work or just wondering how to
get started! Sponsored by the Waukesha County Creation Care Network,
WI Conference United Church of Christ, and the Cooperating Churches of
Sussex.

Learn more and register at: www.wcccn.org

Celebrating Care for Creation; 
an interfaith gathering in the spirit of St. Francis
Sunday, October 4, 2026 | 3:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Redeemer United Church of Christ 
(Sanctuary Garden & Great Hall) 
W220 N4915 Town Line Road, Menomonee Falls

http://www.wcccn.org/


September Birthdays
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This and That
Creation Corner Check It OutBazaar Brainstorming

Fall Clean Up Office Hours

"I Am - 40 Reasons to Trust God" 
by Diane Stortz 

in St. John's Library.

While this may be a children's
book, readers of all ages will
enjoy it and learn a lot. The book
explores 40 names and titles of
God, as It connects biblical
stories with daily life through
prayers and short devotions. It
covers 19 Old Testament and 21
New Testament stories, from
Genesis to Revelation.  

Plus, the stunning illustrations
are outstanding.

See it for yourself at the St.
John's Library!  

Save a Cup
Did you know, using just one
disposable cup a day will create
23 pounds of waste a year? Save
the cup and use a washable
coffee mug at home, church, and
work. Keep one in the car. Bring
it to the coffee shop and to
church for refills.

1
2
2
3
3
4
5
5
6
6
6
7

Mason Holz
Nicci Gillette
Jennifer Logemann
Leah Bohne
Dorothy Hintz
Cheryl Granlund
Dick Gennerman
Chris Wagner
Ezekiel Beyerlein
Raelynn Lipscomb
Evan Voldahl
Tim Tollander

7
9
9

10
10
11
11
14
14
14
15
15

Bennett Warp
Samuel Driessen
Matt Sternkopf
Brent Logan
Carrie Peters
Brookley Harwood
Anna Resop
Melissa Caravella
Pat Johnson
Ron Storjohann
Sean Beug-Hoffman
Ray Fuerstenberg

15
16
16
18
18
19
20
20
21
21
21
22

Linda Gugel
Fynnick Allbaugh
Coleen Marshall
Emma Fell
Weston Wiegelman
Westley Johnson
John Driessen
Miles Sternkopf
Hannah Lenell
Mary Schwartz
Melissa Seamonson
Laura Rickinger

24
26
27
27
27
29
29
29
30
30
30

Pauline Shoemaker
Grayson Lipscomb
Joy Miller
Charlotte Moran
Jackie Scanlon
Aili Logemann
Jackson Rebisch
Lucy Schettler
Emily Brooks
Karen Bulgerin
Linnea Logan

Do you remember the Holiday
Bazaar?

I do and I miss it.

My name is Ariel. Lipscomb. I
have been a member of St. John’s
since 2002. I am gathering a
group to brainstorm ideas for a
potential Holiday Bazaar 2.0. We
will meet in October on a day to
be determined.

If you are interested in
brainstorming bazaar ideas,
please contact me at:
  arielklink001@gmail.com or
  262-424-6727
Thanks!



Council Communications

Next Council Meeting:
September 21 
at 6:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Silent Auction NeedsSave the Date
We are looking for individuals, families, groups, and local
businesses who would be willing to donate an item, themed
basket, gift card, experience, or service to our upcoming Silent
Auction!

All proceeds from the auction will support our High School
Youth as they prepare to travel to Minneapolis next summer for
the ELCA Youth Gathering!

Donation ideas could include:
Themed gift baskets
Gift cards or certificates
Handmade items
Tickets or experiences
Professional services
New merchandise

Greetings to St. John’s Members,
 
The Council met Monday, 
August 17, 2026.

At its August 17 meeting, the
Church Council opened with
devotion and prayer and
approved the July meeting
minutes and financial report. July
giving and income were above
budget for the month. Year-to-
date income remained slightly
below budget, while expenses
remained below budget. Council
also began preparing for the
2027 budget and discussing
longer-term facility planning.
Carrie Peters and Lisa Belli-
Fuchs continue serving as Co-
Treasurers during this transition.

Council approved the PACT
transition-support proposal and
received an encouraging update
from the Call Committee, which
is preparing for two second-
round candidate interviews. A
special congregation meeting to
approve the updated Constitution
will be scheduled in September. 

We celebrated the Pave the Way
sign project's approval following
the zoning process. Council
discussed ways to recognize the
many people who helped move
the project forward when the
sign is installed.

The Summer Worship Service
Survey was approved, subject to
the wording revision discussed at
the meeting. The plan is to have
two weeks following Rally Day
on September 13, for
congregation members to share
feedback about the temporary
summer worship schedule,
worship style and timing,
volunteer participation, and
future worship planning.

Council also received a positive
preschool update. Enrollment
was reported at 23 students, and
a new platform is supporting
financial management with
potential ability to communicate
with families.

Work continues on the church
organizational chart. It remains a
working document intended to
clarify leadership, ministry
coordination, accountability, and
communication throughout St.
John's.

The next Council meeting will be
Monday, September 21, at 6:30
p.m. 

This is a time of transition at St.
John’s. It is with sadness that I
announce Becky Whelpley’s
resignation effective August 30,
2026. Her contributions as our
Director of Music and Organist
have greatly enriched our
worship services and it will be
difficult to recruit her
replacement. She has
coordinated many opportunities
for members to share their
musical talents, in the Choir, the
Bell Choir, the Band, and the
KOTK. On behalf of our
congregation, I thank her and
wish her every success in her
future endeavors.

I am pleased to announce that
Pastor Frank Janzow has agreed
to serve as our Bridge Pastor. His
leadership will begin on
September 8. We welcome
Pastor Frank!

Thank you for your continued
prayers, participation, and
support of St. John's ministries!

Yours in Christ,
Kathy Davis
President

10

Interested in donating?

Please contact Stephanie

for more information or

to arrange your donation.

mailto:sbroussard@stjohnsbrookfield.org


Calendar of events for September 2026
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9
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8
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14

21

28

13

20

27

11:30a Hope Center meal
6:30p Al-Anon
8:00p Women’s AA
 

11:30a Hope Center meal
6:30p Al-Anon
8:00p Women’s AA
 

11:30a Hope Center meal
6:30p Council Meeting
6:30p Al-Anon
8:00p Women’s AA
 

11:30a Hope Center meal
6:30p Al-Anon
8:00p Women’s AA
 

9:00a worship*

 

8:30a worship*
9:45a fellowship and ed
10:45a worship

Rally Day 

8:30a worship*
9:45a fellowship and ed
9:45a Youth Gathering mtg
10:45a worship
1:00p Eagle BOR

8:30a worship*
9:45a fellowship and ed
10:45a worship

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Food Pantry Pick Up

8:30a property team
10:30a staff meeting
6:00p quilters
6:30p handbell rehearsal
6:30p scouts
 

8:30a property team
11:00a staff mtgquilt blo
12:30p quilt block party
6:30p HR Team Zoom mtg
6:30p handbell rehearsal
6:30p scouts
 

8:30a property team
11:00a staff mtg6:30p
handbell rehearsal
6:30p scouts
 

8:30a property team
11:00a staff mtg6:30p
handbell rehearsal
6:30p scouts
 

8:30a property team
11:00a staff mtg6:30p
handbell rehearsal
6:30p scouts
 

8:30a retired men’s b-fast
6:00p AA
6:00p TOPS 
6:30p choir rehearsal

9:30a Morning Circle
6:00p AA
6:00p TOPS
6:30p choir rehearsal 
 

12:00p retired men’s lunch
6:00p AA
6:00p TOPS 
6:30p choir rehearsal

6:00p AA
6:00p TOPS 
6:30p choir rehearsal

6:00p AA
6:00p TOPS 
6:30p choir rehearsal

6:30p Al-Anon
7:00p AA

6:00p Faith Alive
6:30p Al-Anon
7:00p AA

4:30p Finance Team mtg
6:30p Al-Anon
7:00p AA

6:30p Al-Anon
7:00p AA

6:15a virtual men’s group
6:00p Tai Chi
6:00p AUM Dance

6:15a virtual men’s group
6:00p Tai Chi
6:00p AUM Dance

6:15a virtual men’s group
11:30a Women of Faith
6:00p Tai Chi
6:00p AUM Dance 

6:15a virtual men’s group
6:00p Tai Chi
6:00p AUM Dance

10:00a AUM Dance

*worship service/event is 
 live streamed

10:00a AUM Dance

10:00a AUM Dance

10:00a AUM Dance

Office Closed

To request space for your small group or ministry to
meet in the building, please complete the Facility
Use Form on the St. John’s website. It is under the
Resources tab - Documents and Forms. 
Contact Jason with questions. 

mailto:officemanager@stjohnsbrookfield.org


Contact Us Praying for ... Council Contacts
St. John’s Council

About Us
Welcome Statement

Our Core Values

In  pire

Staff Phone Extensions

To learn more 
about ministries at St. John’s, 

click or scan this QR code.

Following Jesus, Making Disciples,
Serving the World.

makedisciples.com

The St. John’s phone is answered
and doors are monitored for entry
9:00-Noon, Monday to Friday.

Church 
phone: 262-786-6887
email: to email a staff member,
please click on the link by their
photo on the website under Staff.

Preschool 
phone: 262-786-4298
tbailiff@stjohnsbrookfield.org

President
Kathy Davis
Vice-president
Brittany Larson
Secretary
Jack Shaffer
Treasurer
open
At Large 
Gregg Everts
Bruce Campbell
Liz Roth
Patrice Krimpelbein
Lily Fuller

 
        414-870-0307

 
262-527-2404

 
262-212-4240

 

 
414-640-9988
414-708-5024
847-533-4806
262-389-0014
262-606-0576

We pray for those who are
battling illness, are healing, or
are needing extra prayers:

At St. John’s we align with Paul’s
words in Romans 15:7 “Welcome
one another, therefore, just as
Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.” We welcome one
another all who are seeking God’s
love and grace. We welcome all
because God welcomes all,
regardless of race, age or culture,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, or
relationship status. We welcome
all without regard to physical or
mental health, socio-economic
circumstances, or anything that
too often divides us. Our unity is
in our commitment to the ways,
grace and love of Christ.

Serving our world, locally and
globally;
Inspiring worship and music
that honor God;
Nurturing relationships with
one another as Jesus walks
with us;
Growing in God’s grace
through education and
discipleship;
Engaging children and youth
in the life of the church.

St. John’s Phone Number: 262-786-6887

Extensions:
100   Jason Hamilton, Office Manager
101   pastor
102   Pam Klink, Communications Coordinator
104   Joanna Salinas, Children’s Ministry
105   Stephanie Broussard, Youth Ministry
106   Dorothee Chen, Bookkeeper
107   Music Director
200   Teresa Baliff, Preschool

Pauline S
Doris K
Mark A
Nancy H
Jeremy G
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Carol M
Dylan H
Gary G
Dick G
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Attention
Facebook Users
Evangelize with
our posts, be
sure to: LIKE

COMMENT
SHARE

To help us to stay connected, we
will be sharing the list with you
monthly. Prayers may be for
thanksgiving, hope and/or
healing. The requests may be
immediate, short or long term. 

Prayer requests may be
submitted at the bottom of the
website
www.makedisciples.com.

https://makedisciples.com/
http://www.makedisciples.com/

	September 2026
	Stay Informed. Be Inspired.
	Heavenly Father,
	As a new school year begins, we place every student, teacher, and parent in Your loving hands.
	Grant students curiosity to learn, courage to try, and
	kindness to share.
	Bless teachers with wisdom, patience, and
	joy in their calling.
	Surround our schools with safety, peace,
	and respect.
	May each day be filled with growth,
	friendship, and purpose.
	Guide every step, every word, and
	every decision,
	so that this year becomes a season
	of learning, love, and light.
	In Jesus’ name, Amen.
	In This Issue
	St. John’s Lutheran

	Follow Us


	Would you like to make a difference in people’s lives through music? The music at St. John’s Lutheran Church is rich, varied, and meant to draw people into the presence of God through powerful worship. You will be the overall leader of our various music programs, directing your staff and volunteers. You will also be the Primary Organist and Choir Director and work collaboratively with our Pastor and the Worship Team. Our music programs include:
	Primary Worship Musicians
	Senior Choir
	Handbell Choir
	Contemporary/Praise Band
	Kids of the Kingdom (children’s performers)
	and instrumental ensembles.
	We are looking for that special person who is a skilled musician and choir director, and who also has the interpersonal and collaborative skills to recruit and coordinate volunteer supporters, plan and lead rehearsals, and plan the yearly schedule of performances. The ideal candidate will have: five years of related experience in a Lutheran Church and a bachelor’s degree in music, or equivalent life/work experience; performance level musician skills on organ/piano; and broad knowledge of traditional liturgical and contemporary Christian music styles.
	This is a salaried part-time position usually requiring 25 hours per week.
	A complete position description is available at the St. John’s website www.makedisciples.com under Resources, Job Opportunities. Applicants should submit their resumes by September 15, 2026, to info@stjohnsbrookfield.org.
	Continued prayers for discernment for the Call Committee are appreciated.  They are in the midst of second interviews of the first round of candidates.
	Introducing Frank Janzow. Pastor Frank will serve as  part-time bridge pastor at St. John’s beginning September 1. His first day to lead worship will be September 20 when he will begin a sermon series based on the theme of “Faith Odyssey”.
	Pastor Frank was an interim pastor at St. John’s from 2017-2019. You may recognize him as he and his wife Jan (and sometimes his guitar) are often in worship with us.
	We are excited to do ministry with Pastor Frank as he leads us on our Faith Odyssey to call a new pastor.
	The last Sunday in the summer worship schedule is September 6.  As promised, the council is preparing a survey to get feedback on the Summer 2026 schedule. Your opinion is valuable. Watch for the survey to make your voice heard!
	Director Heidi Bischmann and members of the St. John’s Handbell Choir hosted the third annual Summer Handbell Camp at St. John’s the week of July 27. Our guest clinician was Sandra Eithun, a nationally recognized handbell composer, arranger, and director. Thirty-one handbell musicians from Wisconsin and Michigan participated in the four-day workshop, which focused on handbell technique, musicianship, and ensemble performance.
	The workshop emphasized hands-on learning and the joy of making music together. Twelve pieces—ranging in difficulty from Level 2+ to Level 4+ and representing both sacred and secular music—were handed out Monday morning, sight unseen. Each day included more than seven hours of mass rehearsals, small-group sectionals, and individual practice, along with snack breaks, meals, and some much-needed downtime.
	The St. John’s Handbell Choir has openings beginning this fall, and we would love to welcome you! Whether you are interested in ringing year-round or seasonally, there is a place for YOU.
	Come be part of something special and experience the fun, fellowship, and music of handbells!
	Contact Heidi Bischmann at hbischmann@gmail.com or (414) 305-7812 for more information.
	As we search for a new Music Director at St. John’s, we are thankful that Mark Aamot agreed to reprise his role as choir director. The choir will rehearse each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The choir helps to lead worship 2-3 times each month. New members to the choir are welcome at any time.
	Kids of the Kingdom begins for PreK - 6th graders on October 7. Rehearsals take place on Wednesdays. Preschool age children begin rehearsals with the large group and then continue with a separate, age appropriate rehearsal led by Mrs. DeCoto.
	We meet to rehearse songs from 5:15-6:00 p.m. with a dinner to follow. We sing once a month in worship. There is no charge to be involved, we just ask families to share a few meals throughout the year. Watch for more information.
	The week culminated in a well-attended public concert featuring three massed handbell choirs. It was a rewarding and enjoyable week filled with new music, new techniques, and the opportunity to grow as handbell musicians in a supportive group setting.
	A heartfelt thank-you to the staff and members of St. John’s for their help, hospitality, and support in making this unique and special event possible!
	Becky Whelpley has been a blessing to St. John’s while serving as Music Director. We had the opportunity to say thank you and farewell as she leaves for a new ministry.
	Tuesday, September 1
	Wednesday, September 2
	Wednesday, October 7
	6:30 p.m.
	6:30 p.m.
	5:15 p.m.
	handbells
	choir

	KOTK
	Thinking of the Twos
	Many little ones, age two is their first experience spending time in a classroom and being away from the familiar comforts of home or a grandparent’s house. It can be a big transition; entering a new environment, meeting new people, and learning a new routine can feel exciting and intimidating all at once.
	At St. John’s Preschool, we strive to create a classroom environment that feels warm, welcoming, and comforting for our youngest students while also encouraging their natural curiosity and growing independence. These early experiences help children begin to build confidence, develop a love of learning, and feel comfortable in a school setting.
	We believe those first months deserve plenty of patience, encouragement, and care. When children feel safe and supported, they have the opportunity to explore, learn, and grow at their own pace.
	St. John’s Preschool still has space available in our 2-year-old classroom for the 2026–27 school year! If you’re looking for a warm and nurturing place for your little one to begin their preschool journey, we’d love to hear from you. Inquire today! tbailiff@stjohnsbrookfield.org.

	First Days of School
	It’s September! And our students and staff are so excited to be starting the new school year. Our teachers put lots of thought and care into their classroom set ups and the lessons that they’ll be diving into this year.
	“Lord, thank you for each of these students that will be a part of St. John’s Preschool this year. We pray that each and every one of them feel supported, encouraged, and loved as they enter these classrooms and discover all they are capable of. Amen!”
	We had an amazing week at VBS!!! August 3-6, 2026, St. John’s hosted 65 kids, 15 helpers, and dozens of animals during Animal Encounters VBS! A great time was had by all!!! Thanks St. John’s! See you next year!
	Join us September 13. 2026 for Rally Day and the first day of Sunday School! Meet as families in the Sanctuary at 9:45.
	Regular Sunday School will begin the following week. At St. John’s, Sunday School is for ages 2 – 5th grade. 6th graders and up should meet in the Paul Room for Youth Leadership Team on Sunday mornings.
	Please register your kids for Fall programming. The registration form is for Sunday School, Confirmation, High School Youth Group and Kids of the Kingdom. One form per family.
	Link: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/XrGMdtZ2Q8
	JHave a love to share with the children of St. John’s? Consider sharing your time and gifts with our students on Sunday Mornings as part of our Large Group Sunday School team or as a Preschool Small Group Leader. Please reach out to Joanna at jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org to discuss possibilities!
	We are excited to offer biweekly programming for our 5th – 12th graders on Sunday evenings from 4:30-6:00 p.m. starting on October 11. Joanna will reach out with a schedule. Be sure to register!
	Contact Joanna with any questions!
	Youth Leadership Team (YLT) kicks off on September 13!  6th-8th Graders meet each week in the Paul Room downstairs from 9:45-10:30. This time involves a devotion and a project! Students will share their faith through volunteering as student leaders for Sunday School and within the larger congregation. They LOVE this time. It is relaxed and they complete lots of different service projects. Students can drop in as they are able. The first day of YLT is September 13.


	Contact Joanna with Toddler to 8th Grade Questions
	jsalinas@stjohnsbrookfield.org
	All ladies and friends from St. John’s are invited to the annual “gathering in the park” on Sunday, September 20 at Raised Grain Brewing Company. Beer, wine, seltzers, non-alcoholic beverages and food are available to purchase.
	We will meet from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at
	Raised Grain Brewing Company,
	1725 Dolphin Drive, Waukesha
	(only three miles from church).
	We will be outdoors on the terrace if weather allows. Feel free to bring a friend!
	RSVPs appreciated but not required. Contact Sonja Beyerlin at sonja@beyerlein.com or (262-510-7547 with questions.
	Outreach for Hope serves people in low-income communities in the Greater Milwaukee Synod, ELCA. These ministries not only provide help with daily necessities, but more importantly, they are centers in the heart of their communities for providing transformation and hope.

	Our 2026 Ride Run Walk Fundraiser takes place on the morning of Saturday, September 26!
	The Ride, Run, Walk is the main fundraiser for Outreach for Hope. There is NO CHARGE to participate, though participants are encouraged to donate/fundraise. Options to bike, to run, to walk, or to volunteer are available.
	Phil Peters has volunteered to lead the team in 2026!
	Contact Phil (peterspj@gmail.com) with questions about the event.


	September Outreach - ELCA World Hunger
	Generosity is at the heart of who we are as a church. Even longer than we have been calling ourselves Lutherans, we have been answering Jesus' call to share what we have with neighbors. Back in 1523, Luther proposed a community-funded "common chest" to care for the poor in his town. Together we have carried that legacy forward into the present day as we continue to find innovative ways to share God's abundance with all our siblings in Christ. One very important and practical way is through the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
	Our September ministry drive is simply to give to this keystone Lutheran ministry.
	Your ELCA Hunger appeal dollars will go to support numerous impacting ministries at home and abroad. Your gifts fund clinics, microloans, clean water, livestock, meals and advocacy —sustainable solutions that address root causes of hunger.
	St. John’s has a very long history of strongly supporting the ELCA World hunger ministry. As in years past we ask all to prayerfully consider either a significant one time donation, OR consider monthly giving what you would spend on a fast food meal to help fight world hunger through our “Burger A Month” club. Learn more at https://www.elca.org/hunger.
	How to give?
	Give online through the St. John’s website.
	Give cash or check (with ELCA World Hunger in memo line) using the ELCA World Hunger envelopes by the offering box.
	Directly to ELCA World Hunger.
	For I was hungry and you gave me food,
	I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
	I was a stranger and you welcomed me.


	Afternoon Quilting on September 8
	Please join us for a last push for quilts before they are sent off in October! So far we are around 83 lovely, cozy quilts to be gifted to others throughout the world.
	We will work together to sew large squares into this impressive looking top! The only sewing experience required is being able to sew a 1/4" seam. We could use an ironer too in case you don't sew.
	Join the fun! Tuesday, September 8 from 12:30-3:30.
	Please let us know if you'll want to use one of St. John's sewing machines, or bring your own if that's more comfortable for you.
	Questions? Ask Jennifer or Klaudia.

	Title:
	When:
	Where:
	Celebrating Care for Creation;
	an interfaith gathering in the spirit of St. Francis
	Sunday, October 4, 2026 | 3:30 – 6:00 p.m.
	Redeemer United Church of Christ
	(Sanctuary Garden & Great Hall)
	W220 N4915 Town Line Road, Menomonee Falls
	Are you passionate about the environment? Looking for ways you and your faith community can better care for our planet? Join neighbors from all backgrounds for a regional, interfaith gathering to nurture and resource your calling to creation care. In the spirit of St. Francis, we will begin outdoors with a “Living Water” prayer service in the Sanctuary Garden, followed by refreshments, resource tables, and discussions indoors. This event is free and open to everyone—whether you are already deeply involved in environmental work or just wondering how to get started! Sponsored by the Waukesha County Creation Care Network, WI Conference United Church of Christ, and the Cooperating Churches of Sussex.
	Learn more and register at: www.wcccn.org

	Save a Cup
	Did you know, using just one disposable cup a day will create 23 pounds of waste a year? Save the cup and use a washable coffee mug at home, church, and work. Keep one in the car. Bring it to the coffee shop and to church for refills.
	Do you remember the Holiday Bazaar?
	I do and I miss it.
	My name is Ariel. Lipscomb. I have been a member of St. John’s since 2002. I am gathering a group to brainstorm ideas for a potential Holiday Bazaar 2.0. We will meet in October on a day to be determined.
	If you are interested in brainstorming bazaar ideas, please contact me at:
	arielklink001@gmail.com or
	262-424-6727
	Thanks!
	"I Am - 40 Reasons to Trust God"
	by Diane Stortz
	in St. John's Library.
	While this may be a children's book, readers of all ages will enjoy it and learn a lot. The book explores 40 names and titles of God, as It connects biblical stories with daily life through prayers and short devotions. It covers 19 Old Testament and 21 New Testament stories, from Genesis to Revelation.
	Plus, the stunning illustrations are outstanding.
	See it for yourself at the St. John's Library!
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	Council Communications
	Greetings to St. John’s Members,
	The Council met Monday,
	August 17, 2026.
	At its August 17 meeting, the Church Council opened with devotion and prayer and approved the July meeting minutes and financial report. July giving and income were above budget for the month. Year-to-date income remained slightly below budget, while expenses remained below budget. Council also began preparing for the 2027 budget and discussing longer-term facility planning. Carrie Peters and Lisa Belli-Fuchs continue serving as Co-Treasurers during this transition.
	Council approved the PACT transition-support proposal and received an encouraging update from the Call Committee, which is preparing for two second-round candidate interviews. A special congregation meeting to approve the updated Constitution will be scheduled in September.
	We celebrated the Pave the Way sign project's approval following the zoning process. Council discussed ways to recognize the many people who helped move the project forward when the sign is installed.
	The Summer Worship Service Survey was approved, subject to the wording revision discussed at the meeting. The plan is to have two weeks following Rally Day on September 13, for congregation members to share feedback about the temporary summer worship schedule, worship style and timing, volunteer participation, and future worship planning.
	Council also received a positive preschool update. Enrollment was reported at 23 students, and a new platform is supporting financial management with potential ability to communicate with families.
	Work continues on the church organizational chart. It remains a working document intended to clarify leadership, ministry coordination, accountability, and communication throughout St. John's.
	The next Council meeting will be Monday, September 21, at 6:30 p.m.
	Next Council Meeting:
	September 21
	at 6:30 p.m.
	This is a time of transition at St. John’s. It is with sadness that I announce Becky Whelpley’s resignation effective August 30, 2026. Her contributions as our Director of Music and Organist have greatly enriched our worship services and it will be difficult to recruit her replacement. She has coordinated many opportunities for members to share their musical talents, in the Choir, the Bell Choir, the Band, and the KOTK. On behalf of our congregation, I thank her and wish her every success in her future endeavors.
	I am pleased to announce that Pastor Frank Janzow has agreed to serve as our Bridge Pastor. His leadership will begin on September 8. We welcome Pastor Frank!
	Thank you for your continued prayers, participation, and support of St. John's ministries!
	Yours in Christ,
	Kathy Davis
	President


	Save the Date
	Silent Auction Needs
	We are looking for individuals, families, groups, and local businesses who would be willing to donate an item, themed basket, gift card, experience, or service to our upcoming Silent Auction!
	All proceeds from the auction will support our High School Youth as they prepare to travel to Minneapolis next summer for the ELCA Youth Gathering!
	Donation ideas could include:
	Themed gift baskets
	Gift cards or certificates
	Handmade items
	Tickets or experiences
	Professional services
	New merchandise

	Interested in donating?
	Please contact Stephanie for more information or to arrange your donation.


	Calendar of events for September 2026
	Saturday
	Friday
	Thursday
	Wednesday
	Tuesday
	Monday
	Sunday
	10:00a AUM Dance
	10:00a AUM Dance
	10:00a AUM Dance
	6:15a virtual men’s group
	6:00p Tai Chi
	6:00p AUM Dance
	6:15a virtual men’s group
	6:00p Tai Chi
	6:00p AUM Dance
	6:15a virtual men’s group
	11:30a Women of Faith
	6:00p Tai Chi
	6:00p AUM Dance
	6:30p Al-Anon
	7:00p AA
	8:30a retired men’s b-fast
	6:00p AA
	6:00p TOPS
	6:30p choir rehearsal
	6:00p Faith Alive
	6:30p Al-Anon
	7:00p AA
	9:30a Morning Circle
	6:00p AA
	6:00p TOPS
	6:30p choir rehearsal
	4:30p Finance Team mtg
	6:30p Al-Anon
	7:00p AA
	12:00p retired men’s lunch
	6:00p AA
	6:00p TOPS
	6:30p choir rehearsal
	8:30a property team
	10:30a staff meeting
	6:00p quilters
	6:30p handbell rehearsal
	6:30p scouts
	8:30a property team
	11:00a staff mtgquilt blo
	12:30p quilt block party
	6:30p HR Team Zoom mtg
	6:30p handbell rehearsal
	6:30p scouts
	8:30a property team
	11:00a staff mtg6:30p handbell rehearsal
	6:30p scouts
	11:30a Hope Center meal
	6:30p Al-Anon
	8:00p Women’s AA
	11:30a Hope Center meal
	6:30p Al-Anon
	8:00p Women’s AA
	*worship service/event is
	live streamed
	9:00a worship*
	8:30a worship*
	9:45a fellowship and ed

	10:45a worship
	10:00a AUM Dance
	6:15a virtual men’s group
	6:00p Tai Chi
	6:00p AUM Dance
	6:30p Al-Anon
	7:00p AA
	6:00p AA
	6:00p TOPS
	6:30p choir rehearsal
	8:30a property team
	11:00a staff mtg6:30p handbell rehearsal
	6:30p scouts
	11:30a Hope Center meal
	6:30p Council Meeting
	6:30p Al-Anon
	8:00p Women’s AA

	8:30a worship*
	9:45a fellowship and ed
	9:45a Youth Gathering mtg

	10:45a worship
	1:00p Eagle BOR
	To request space for your small group or ministry to meet in the building, please complete the Facility Use Form on the St. John’s website. It is under the Resources tab - Documents and Forms.
	Contact Jason with questions.
	6:00p AA
	6:00p TOPS
	6:30p choir rehearsal
	8:30a property team
	11:00a staff mtg6:30p handbell rehearsal
	6:30p scouts
	11:30a Hope Center meal
	6:30p Al-Anon
	8:00p Women’s AA

	8:30a worship*
	9:45a fellowship and ed

	10:45a worship



